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Marshall plan for Egypt and 
tho Middlo East, 

Under tho abovo hcadlino , Akhbar El Yon, tho pro- 
government weekly, publishes a story Written by its Washing- 
ton correspondent, ,G-eorgo Y/illiams, in which he 
says: ff I loarnod from a well- inf ormod source that tho Middle 
East would benefit in the near futuro from a plan similar 
to the Marshall plan for Europo. Although it was rumoured 
in the past that the Middlo East might bo helped by Anorica, 
this is tho first time tho rumour has been confirmed official- 
ly; It is understood in Washington that it may be weeks or 
months before the U.S* government, takes a definito stop in 
this matter, but thore is overy indication that Washington 
will soon put tho plan into effect, 

M Tho official American circles are well pare that 
tho Communist influence is increasing rapidly in some countries 
of the Middle East and that it will continue to increase 
unless something is done to chock it. Thoy also know that ^ 
ignorance, poverty, and disease in tho Middlo East make this 
region a suitable place for communism to sow its seeds, 

Thoy boliovo that no action which nay bo taken to combat, 
c ommunism is effective unless somo definito stops arc taken 
to combat poverty, ignorance, and disoaso first, 

r * Although the U.S, government asked the Congress to 
c/oprovo the expenditure of 16 billion dollars for the Marshall 
plan, it is believed that tho sun of money needed to help 
the Middle East will only bo botv/cen 2 and 3 billion dollars M . 

LE 100,000,000 for Egypt. 

Under the above headline, Akhbar El Yen comments on . 
tho above story by- saying: ^Marshall plan would mean, as far 
as Egypt is concerned, that Egypt would got from Amorica about 
LE 100^000,000 in the first year. This money will not be 
a loan but a gift. Egypt v/ould rocoivo tho major part of 
this money in tho shapo of food, and agricultural* and indus- 
trial machinery, A small part will ho in cash# 

»Wc contacted Uokrashi Pasha :&t a late hour last 
night to ask if he received official nows from America about 
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the subject. Ho replied that he knew nothing about it, 
and refused to make any comment, 

Akhbar El_Yom*s editorial comment, 

" Under the headline fr Wc and the Marshall p lan t! > Aidibar 
El Yon writes; M If the U.S* State Department succeeds in 
'drawing up and putting into effect a Marshall plan for Egypt 
and the Middle East, as our Washington Correspondent says, 
America would be doing herself, the world, and the Middle 
East a service* 

rT Uo doubt, Egypt and the Arab countries welcome such 
a plan if it is based on a desire to help them and not to 
exploit thorn. Poverty, ignorance, and disease, arc the natural 
allies of communism and" combatting these throe evils is tanta- 
mount to combatting" communism* Wo know that such a plan would 
bo difficult to pass in the Congress, because thro ' arc some 
men among America* s loaders who although very short-sighted 
arc apparently so influential that they .succeeded in making 
their government support the partition of Palestine, and 
rojcct Egypt i s complaint at the Security Council. The Zionists 
of America will oppose any plan by Marshall for helping tho 
Arab countries; right from tho start while it is still in the 
cradle*. They will bring pressure to boar on the American 
State ‘ Department to make it deny that it intends to put such 
a plan into effect in tho Middle East. 

rr The Arab countries aro tho firsV line of /defence, 
botwocn Communism and democracy. Unless this line is strong, 
it will collapso and democracy will collapse with it* Tho 
Middle East is. in effect- a victim of democracy. The policy 
of imperialism and exploitation, led to its poverty and weak- 
ness.. Democracy is tasty but cannot be digested by weak and 
empty stomachs . 

n We do. not wish to be too optimistic. Politics taught 
us not to believe in promises and to suspoct everybody and 
everything. We therefore -wait and see," 


Yemen. 

Interesting stories by Akhbar El Yom, 

A1 Misri, .pud Mussamarat . A1 G-uoib* 

Under tho. headline: Tho Yemenite government threatens 
tho League, Akhbar El Yon publishes a message received from 
its correspondent in Jidclah in which ho says that the scouts 
which wore sent by the - Arab League to Yemen to investige/to the 
situation there before the League sent its delegation which 
included Az.zam Pasha and other senior Arabs, havo submitted 
their ■ report to Azzan Pasha at Jiddah. Tho Correspondent 
then goes on to give the following resume of the report in 
question; : The Sana* a government did not enable the League 
mission to visit, the various parts of Yemen on tho pretext 
that there was danger of attack against the members of- tho 
mission, , Self ,A1 Haq Ibrahim was not appointed P.M* in the . 
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n w regime, but President of tho Consultative Council, 
primo Minister of the new government is All Ibn Abdullah 
iU i.azoor, cousin of the now Imam, and ho already left Sana to 
at tno head of an army to fight Prince Ahmed, 


n Imam k^zcor swore on his honour to tho mission that 
ho had nothin- to do, with tho murder of the late Imam, but 
it is generally belie, vod in Yemen that tho murderer was none other 
than the chief of tho police Jamal A1 Jamcol who was porsua- 
dod to commit the crime by tho British officials in Aden. 

Tnc report alleges that it is quite possible that tho British 
had a ^ hand in the murder because they sent a warship to A1 
Hodayida after tho murder on a court osy visit to Yemen* 

n Thc Yemenite government expressed their hot displca- 
sure at tho attitudo of the Arab League and told tho mission 
to leave Sana 1 a to got weapons for the now government or it 
(the government) would apply to the British government for 
help, Tho report also said that tho tribes wero attacking 
Sana t a and looting was prevalent everywhere. The mission 
expected Sana t a to fall in Ahmed* s hands at any moment* 

,f Al Wirtilany, the Maghreb merchant in Yemen who 
is said to have had a hand in tho murder of Imam Yohia,told 
the mission that the murder was necessary for the happiness 
of ^ the Yemenites* Imam Ahmed, says the report, told*" tho 
tribes that they could help themselves to the possessions 
and fortune in Sana* a of his murdered father. Hence the 
enthusiasm displayed by tho tribes in attacking Sana* a. 


"The mission explains in its report that it was 
watchod by the new government and that on ono occasion tho 
members of the mission wore, locked inside a room which smelt 
of paint and oil In’ tho Imomfs palaco so that they 
night not see some unknown visitors who wore in tho palace 
at the t imo * 


The report also says that the inhabitants of Sana* a 
arc talking these days about Sultanof (of the Russian Foreign 
Ministry who served for a period at tho Russian Legation in 
Cairo ,and who figured in tho recent trade talks between Russia . 
and Egypt). It is said said that he was in Yemen for ten 
years as a representative of a Yemenite nor chant of Russian 
origin by tho name of Hakoenof* The report also says that 
the # Yemenites believe that Russia, England, -and U.S.A, have 
designs on Yemen which is said to be rich in uranium- and oil. 

A1 Misrits version. 

A1 Misri publishes an interesting story on Yemen under 
an equally interesting headline. The headline reads; lF Tho 
Sana * a government threatens to seek tho aid of Foreign countries 
if tho Lcaguo does not help it. Soif A1 Islam Ahmed requosts 
tho League to remain in Hodjaz until his forces occupy Sana fa." 
The daily then publishes two stories, ono from its correspondent 
in Aden, and tho othor from its correspondent in Jiddah. The 
Adon Correspondent says; "The new Yemenite government nay 
docido to refuse holding a plebiscite, and may withdraw from 
tho Arab League if tho latter docs not support it. It is 
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Generally believed that tlio nonarchs of tho Arab countrios 
will make tho League support Princo Ahncd% 

Tho Jiddah correspondent , Zoheii' As c ran, reports 
that Hussoin A1 Kobsy, tho new Foreign Minister in Yemen has 
cabled to Azzam Pasha in Saoudi Arabia threatening that the 
new Yemenite government would seek tho aid of foreign countries 
if tho Arab League- did not support it, Tho Arab League dele- 
gation held a mooting following the receipt of tho cable and 
the members of tho dologation expressed thoir abhorrence of 
the cable. His Majesty King Ibn Saoud was extremely annoyed, 
sooing that he, as well as the Arab Lcaguo* had already 
declared that he would not allow foreign interference in Yemen. 

Tho same correspondent says that according to 
reports rocoivod in Jidda from Yemen, tho Yemenite tribes were 
giving thoir full support to Ahmed after they discovered 
that tho lato Imam was nurdored. Ho also says that the great or 
part of the army is with Ahmed, and that King Ibn Saoud has 
refused to give airplanes and armoured cars to Ibn A1 V/azocr. 

Tho correspondent -then goos on to say that tho Ara.b League 
delegation rocoivod cables from Ahmed and ibn A1 Wazeer infor- 
ming it that it was advised to romain in Hodjaz until a safe 
pls.ee in Yemen was found where the delegation could moot ^a.nd 
confer with tho present government , or with Ahmed. Ahmed also 
suggested in a ca,blc to Azzam pasha that tho delegation should 
wait in Hodjaz' until ho succeeded, in invading and capturing 
Sana »-a * King Ibn Saoud and the Arab Leaguo delegation cabled 
back saying that it was necessary that tho delegation entered 
Yemen immediately. This is how matters stand at present, 
explains the correspondent who also reports that 2 British 
and 3 American warships have arrived in Jiddah* 

Azzam pasha says he was given 
assurances by Mr Tuck and. Sir Ronald Campbell. 

"I called on Azzam Pasha", says A1 Misri^ s corres- 
pondent in Jiddah, "and asked him- about this strange coinci- 
dence (the arrival of tho warships in Jiddah) and about the 
rumours that the British lia.d something to do with tho recent 
developments in Yemen* Ho replied: "When tho Arab Loe.guo 
Council took a resolution at tho close of its session concerning 
foreign interference in Yemen, tho British and American 
Ambassadors c ommunic at o d with no singly and denied that their 
countries had any connection with, the rocont incident or that 
they ha,d any intention to interfere in Yemenis internal aff a L irs . 
Each country interpreted our resolution as moaning it*, 

V/hon I arrived in -Jeddah, the British and American . represen- 
tatives repeated to mo what thoir colleagues in Cairo 

had told me, that is, thoir countries had no intention of ex- 
ploiting tho rocont developments in Yemen* 


Muss dinar at A1 Gueibts story. 

Maitpc Abdel leader Hamza, one of tho editors of 
AI Misri, .writes an amuslrr articlo this morning in Mussamarat 
A1 Gucib in which ho statos that Yemen is . extremely uncivilized 
and rvjmit ivc * Hamza, wa.s sent recently with Zoheir As or an 
to Yemen to investigate the situation on tho spot. Ho says 
that there ■ are no shops or grocers in Sana* a, the Yemenite 
capital,, .that v/hon ho was leaving Sana»a to Cairo ho 
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vrantod to buy a few sandwitchcs to cat during the 9 hour 
journey by plane but could find no food for sale* He 
finally called on tho Minis tor of Intorior who issued a 
ministerial ordor authorising him to get a loaf of bread 
and a fow boiled eggs from the Government is food stock* 


Tho local political situation* 

Nahas Pasha made a speech yosterday before a large 
' crowd which came from Sharkiya province to groct Mm, shys 
tho V/afdist papers, hi 'Mi sri and Sawt hi Umma . The sooech 
is very violent in character and too lone to translate, but 
it is interesting to note that the Pasha directs his attack,, 
ay a in t the present Egyptian yovc rnmont instead of tho British, 

IT okra shi pasha and his team c.ro accused -of being cha.rlata.ns, 
incompetent, and tyrants. The Egyptians arc hungry and the 
present administration* is corrupt, claims Nahas Pasha. 

, h coalition Cabinet . 

hkhbar El Yom writes; "Some amateur politicians 
t o yet a c oaiit ion c a. bine t formed which wa,s to comprise 
Shorif Sabri Pasha, Mi Maher Pasha, Ismail Sidky Pasha, 

Hussein Sirry Pasha, hbdcl Pattah Yoiiia Pasha, Seray El dine 
Pasha, hli £uki hi Orabi Pasha, Osman Moharran Pasha, Heikal 
Pasha, hbdcl Galil hbu Samira pasha etc,,.. It was said that 
the British would, have been very ylad to see such a Cabinet 
f ormoQ, but when they saw tiiat tnoro was no hope of ha.viny 
it formed, they declared tha.t they were not interested in 
Egypt t s internal affairs. 

M It seems that tho attompts to form a coalition Cabinet 
woro made behind Nahas Pasha is back. Ho did not know, for 
ins tanco, that some of his supporters had promised to oorsuado 
him to agree to tho formation of a coalition Cabinet/ Hcnco 
his denial that ho was in fe.vour of an all-po.rty Cabinet . r * 

hi Kutlais attack on the 
government and tho British, 

M Kutla attacks tho Eyyptian government in a short 
editorial under tho headline ; "Cabinets rosiyn for less important 
reasons". Tho daily points out that the Cabinet failed in its 
presentation of tho Eyyptian complaint before the Security 
Council, and in combatting the cholora epidemic, poverty, 
ignorance, disease, and tho high cost of living# 

. The sane daily publishes an editorial under' the rather 
amusing headline;' "Our partners Mo with the British will 
make us loso our sloop at niyht and bring humiliation during* the 
day* 1 f It explains that tho ’joint defence board and the Sudan 
Condominium would give tho Egyptians a headache. 
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Ll Kutlr. se.ys Egypt lost by . 
tho trade agreement between Russia and Ecypt* 

Under the headline: "The or-dob of wheat costs 
LE 10 recording to the Russian trade agreement 1 f i-Jl hu la 
writes; "The barter of Ecyptian cotton for Russian wheat 
is based on giving Russia one Jjentar of our cotton for 
2 or debs of Russian wheat. Seeing -that the ken tar of ^cotton 
costs LE 20, it means that the erdeb of wheat ^ is costing 
us LE 10. It is quite clear that such a sacrifice on 
E^Ynt ’s n art’ was unnecessary. Our cotton has a £ood repu- 
tation and the. government should have driven a harder bargain 
ht any rate, the government is to blano for the shortage 
of wheat in Egypt, seeing it did not import sufficient 
fertilizers". 
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ARAB WORLD AFFAIRS 
Weekly Survey 
GENERAL 

League 's. Session Draws*, to its Close . 

In the course of a weak of discussions, the Arab League Council and its 
various committees aired: a number of political, economic and legal problems. Some 
of whioh wore originally listed on the official agenda ( see issues No. 19 and .21) 
namely: Palestine, Libya, Anglu-Arab alliance, Syro-Lebanoso curronoy dispute and 
unification of currencies* Some of. the now items doalt with, included a petition 
from tho Viot-Nomese Government, relations with trio UN Bureau for tho Middle East 
to be set up in Cairo, a suggestion* for calling an Asiatic Conforonco, tho condition 
of tho Moslem DiP.'s in Europe and probably the question of modifying the League Charter* 

A novel feature has emerged from the discussions on Palestine with the dooision 
of the Council to establish a "miniature” Palestine Administration, headed by a 
riumvir at © : the Mufti, 'Azzem Pasha and the 'Iraqi Taha al— Hashemi, Inspector^ 

General of the . Apab “Liberation” force* ' It is stated that others' may possibly be 
added at a later-. date ( Ahram, l6«2* ) • This body is described as dosigned to form the 
”baokbone”of the Leagued Mi lit ary Committee and as such it will conduct Arab affairs 
in Palestine* Its seat will be located in Palestine, whilst its various sub -committees 
will be set up in the neighbouring countries, in accordance -.with tho specific functions 
to be assigned i/to each. Tho question of chairmanship , has been left open, but it 
was decided that the new body should come under the control of the League (ibid.). 

it seems, 

■ The decision constitutesj^another major defeat for the Mufti and a point 
scored by tho Transjordan delegation. It will be rocallod that the latter, And 
particularly Suleiman Sukkori, the T.J. Minister of Finance, was reported to 
have beo.n stubbornly opposed to the idea of sotting up a Pal. Arab Govornmont 
composed .almost exclusively of tho A.H.E. and its followers. Other considerations, 
also, may have prevailed, such as the Mufti's reputation outside the Middle East 
and-as Sukkari pointed out-the desire to avoid possible accusations of undemocratic 
procedure on the part of the League and the danger of exacerbating the Palestine 
Opposition parties*' It was therefore agreed that the A.H.E. should try to come to an 
understanding with the -Opposition for tho purpose of forming a coalition govemmont 
( -Post > 11 *2. ) • The Mufti, in addition to his failure to secure the military and 
financial control of .the Palestine affairs, is thus facod with a distinct defeat 
in the political), fie Id* Possibly to sweeten tho pill, tho A.H.E. representatives were 
granted-for the first time ~ full participation in tho Council's proceedings (as from 
tho 12th February mooting), but without the right of vote. Whereas until now only 
two representatives- of tho A.H.E. attended tho mootings, ; th© League Secretariat now 
announced th.pt three representatives would attend, namely Jamal Husseini, Rafiq 
Tomimi and Emile Ghouri, Moreover it was stated 

by 'Azsem Pasha to "Ahrnm” (I3.2.) that the Council decided that the M u fti should 
head the Palestine delegation, as a “proof that the A r ab States insist on Palestine 
becoming an independent A^ab State”. 

As to the military aspect on the 9th February tho Political Committee heard 
Gen. Isma'il Safwat's explanations of the Military Committee's report. H 0 ± Q S p±d 
to have come from Baghdad especially for this ■ purpofe ( AP. , 8.2. ) . Reportedly he 
is the one who raised the question of opening a ”so66nd front” in the Negev and 
stressed the urgency of organising- the supply of foodstuffs and arms to the Arabs 
of Palestine and of providing for .a proper network of communication between the Arab 
..World and the Palestine front ( AssasylO *2. ) . A Committee was then appointed^ Composed 
■of Riyadh Solh, Jamil Mardom and ^Azzsm, to examine Safwat*a report. This committee 
met the next day to discuss the report of the Military Qoramittee and, as "Assas” 
says (12.2.) ,it can be said to have -approved of the Military Committee's report# 

Both bodies are understood to bo agreed that no invasion can take place before the 
British withdrew (Pal. Post, 10.2. ) . Even the mu ^publicized concerted general 
attack fixed by the military loaders for the 15th February (AP,8.2.) had to be 
postponed. A plan calling for the occupation of Palestinian towns and villages as 
spon as the British leave, and for an Apab campaign to be operated during tho remaining 
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months of the Mandate is said to have been considered* On the 12th February, 
Ae’adDegher announced that the Lg ague Council had decided to hold off its 
contemplated invasion, pending the docision of tho Security Council. The Arab 
peoples, ho stated, have announced thoig determination to fight any international 
force, but the League cannot adopt decisions based on possibilities. Sofwat, 
however , who attended tho some press conference, said without hosilution that'tho 
Arab States should dispatch their regular forces to Palestine immodiatoly, if an 
international force is sent to that country .(AP, 12.2 /%oieuq£ffici^ of 

of exportation and res tr sin t regarding military action is possibly 
actuated by the apprehension, lost such a step precipitate intervention ■; by : the 
Security Council. On the ; .othor, hand; .political activity at Lake Success has boon 
increased. On the 12th February Riyadh So lh, in his capacity of Chairman of the 
League a session, instructed tho -Arab representatives at UNO to to. tho UNO. member 
States not to support, the enforcement of Partition, lest it. compel the League to 
send regular forces to Palestine (AhxamJL>2) • Following that, telephone conversations 
took place between Cairo, and Lake Success (Fares Khouri, Camille Shom'oun, Mahmoud 
Fawsi), when it was learned that tho US Government (?) would raise the implementation 
issuo, at the Security Council on tho , 17 th of February. The exact nature of the 
League 's instructions to the above mentioned Arab loaders" (Ahram,l6. 2. ) has-. not 
been disclosed, but judging; by Fares Khouri *s legalistic arguments before the, 

Council, (o.g. .tho unconstitutional formation of the’ Implementation Commission), it 
may bo expected that the Arab will not re j bet- any delaying de^co tfiey. cap, think 

OX. 1. _ ■ ... . 1 ‘ . ■ , ' ! ' : ■' ' 

Libya 

. . Consideration of the Libyan problem has become particularly urgent in 

vi.ow of thq fact' that the -Big Four Enquiry Commit toe for the former Italian 
Colonies is. due to arrive in Egypt shortly and thence to proceed to Libya, to 
ascertain the wishes of the population regarding ihef fiiture status of thei* , country • 
Although tho Commission’s arrival in Igypt was previously scheduled for tho 9th 
February, the American .Embassy received word that it would arrive in Luxor on 
the 17^.h, ..spend a fortnight there in order to draw up its report on Eritrea and 
Italian Somaliland .and then go to Tripoli as the first stop in Libya (Falastin, 

10.2.) on the 7 th March {Ahram, 13 .2. ) « Another factor' necessitating an early 
discussion is th^now situation resulting from the USA’s having concluded a peace 
treaty with Italy. is being feared that Americ a, in ; addition . to Russia and France, 
wny support Italy.'s. demand for an Italian trusteeship of Libyb (Akhbar al-Yom, 

7,.2.) . Therefore, ’Azzam pointedly raised this issue, at tho very opening of the 
League’s session, since it fraa always been a subject 6 which he ’ has ‘ devoted ‘ much 
care and .attention. Ho reminded the -Council of the resolutions on Libya taken, 
as early as 1945, .tQ the effect that Libya should bo independent and united, 
or else come under the League’s or Egypt’s trusteeship ( Falastin, 10 .2. ) . It, should 
be noted, that prior to tho League’s conferonce, all member States, according to. 

Akhbar al-Yom” (ibid.), sont identical notes to tho Big Four Foreign Ministers, 
demanding for independence and unity of Libya, stoppage of Italian immigration .to 
Libya and rejecting any status of trusteeship or protectorate. On tho 13 th, 

”Ahrom reported that Libya Liberation Comma ttoe -in Cairo had decided to go to 
Libya this week and visit .Barca, Tripoli and Fozzan, prior to meeting tho Enquiry 
Committee. On the 14th the Libyan question came up before the League Council, 
which decided to instruct Bashir Sa’dawi, a Tripoli loader, to go there on behalf 
of tho League. . ■ 

" Anglo-Arab alliance issue deferred . 

The question of concluding an Anglo^Arab collective agreement is reported 
to have been considered by the League Council. However, it was decided to . defer 
it to the March meeting, at the request of Noqrashi Pasha and tho ultimate assent 
of Riyadh Solh and Hamdi Pachachi, tho . promoters : of ; the collective alliance idea. 
Noqrashi s reasons are said to have been ,( a) his desire •"to consult his Ambassador 
.to Washington and Minister to =MosSow; (b) his belief that Bevin is still under 
tho influence of his. military advisors and not vory keon on withdrawal from Egypt 
and ’Iraq; (c) an important mooting was to toko place at tho British Embassy on 
tho 17 th February, at which tho B ritish Ambassador, Sir Ronald Campbell would discuss 
with high-ranking officials of tho Embassy and prominent mombors of the* British 
Community the question of Anglo-Egyptian relations and survey tho possibilities 
of coming to terms with a Coalition Government (Victor ’Azzam in Pal. Post,15.2.). 
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_ . _ . T ^ g ^stxon of an Anglo-Arab alliance is closely connected to that of 
modifying tho League's Charter. Both Riyadh Solh .and Jamil Mardam are favourably 
inclined" to it.- The former rominded "Misri" (9*2,.) that the obligation to 
consult the hvogixQ members prior to. concluding a treaty with a". foreign ,powpr was 
mentioned in tho^ Alexandria Protocol, but ms not embodied in the League Charter, 
+L S £t t0 on ita 11 f Mardam ..justified tho proposed modification on 

7 + f7 d :^ that incisive changes had occurred in tho Arab World since the 'signing 
°ir th ° P ^ oto °? 1 thG Charter: Syria had achieved hor independence, Egypt and 
I-raq^ had -adopted a now statid towards Brit ran and the conflict between East and 
W^st had intensified^ Therefore, he stated, no Arab Stato should conclude an 
alliance with a foreign Stato, but should endeavour to strengthen the economic 
and political, ties witfc the rest of Arab countries. A collective agreement,, he 
j^nt on, was not feasible wither, sin'eo the Arab League had not as yet required 
th^ authority to bo a contracting party. Despite this, in his opinion, it w ra 
desirable to endow hor with that authority and to recognize her as a regional 
organisation. As to the danger of Communism, Mardam pooh-poohed /its influence in 
A^ab lands and ascribed ovon that possibility to 'A r ab resentment of Western: 
faithlessness . (Kutla,l0 *2.) . Besides, he. doniod that Britain had approached 
tho Levant* States with a proposal to conclude an alliance with her (Difa * ,10.2. ) . 

A brief interlude in the dealings of the, League »s Political Committee 
accounted for tho appearance (on the 12th February) of Sir John Boyd-Orr, 

Chairman of the UN Food and Agriculture Oigaui nation (FAO), in the company of 
Hefnawi, Egyptian representative on that body, and, Mr.-' 1 Abdul Hakim Rif a ! i 
Egyptian Financial Under- Socretary. The latter was invited to address the 
committee, bOcatise it was he who proposed at tho last session of the UN Assembly 
to establish ah Economic Committoo for the Middle East, along the linos of tho 
one set up f 6t tho Far East. This proposal was subsequently ondorsed by tho 
States. It was chiefly for the purpose of discussing this matter that the 
Egyptian economic delegation recently visited Syria. Sir John explained to tho 
Political .Committoo the nature of the UN Bureau for the Middle East, which the 
FAO Conference in Cairo had decided to sot up in that city and declared that it 
aimed at co-operation between the 1 UNO and the League member States in matters of 
supply of ■ commodities which tended to raise the standard of living, and improve 
agriculture and industry ( Ahrom. 13.2.. soe below). 


Currency problems. - 

Currency questions have been considered, both with reference to the Syro- 
Lebanese dispute over remaining in' tho franc area- and regarding tho plan for the 
unification of currencies in the Arab States* The former question was referred 
to Mediation Committee composed of Hassan Jabbara, former Syrian Minister of 
Finance, and the Egyptian Dr. Rifa'i ( Ahrom,l6.2. ) • No representative of the 
Lebanon seems to have been included, but wo are told (Balagh, 11.2. ) that the 
matter was. discussed by Solh and Mar dm at the Syrian Legation. It should’ also 
be mentioned that on the ~]th February, a Syrian-Lebancse economic conference took 
place, as a result of which a joint announcement was issued, advising both 
governments to sever all connections with the franc as soon as possible (ANA, 
8 . 2 .). On the 9 th, Wahbi Hariri, Syrian Finance -Minister, : warned that the 
separation of the Syrian and Lobanesc : currencies would inevitably destroy the 
unity of interests between these countrios (ANA, 9.2.). tie also welcomed the 
linking of the Syrian currency to that of Efeypt (ANA, 8.2.)* 

The unification of currencies and the introduction of a standard »Arab 
Found" (Balagh, 9 . 2. ) were proposed by the 'Iraqi delegation ( Ahram, 13 .2. ) . 

Jamil Mardam had previously declared himself strongly in favour of the idea. 

It was essential, he said, that the A^ab should render themselves independent 
of foreign currencies, particularly as long as the Eastern countries "enjoyed a 
far superior degree of prosperity and well-being than did the peoples of the 
West" (sic. 1 )* (Difa', 10. 2.). It was finally decided to refer tho problem to a 
committee of Arab experts, assisted by financial authorities of world renown 
( Ahram, I 3 «2. ) ■ It is intended to select a Swede and a Belgian; tho namo of Van 
Zeeland, the habitual financial advisor to the Arab govornmonts, is being 
mentioned in this connection ( Ahram, l£.2.j • 
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Viot-nam* 

r.nnMV remini8 $ on *' 6# Indonesia, .presented itself -to the Lou «o 

' t 1 ’ ish '- n .f Petition ms read from the'Viet^nomeeo Government (Front* Indo- ^ 

y h * n ^ requesting. the League to support its demand for liberation from the Fronoh 
and furthormorO’ .■“to r&lsa the issue ' at the UN (Akt'nm ii o \ mv^ r n . 

. .informed the Council: that it had received 

wore using. North African -A^ab soldiers og-oinst hor (ibid., 13*2.) • Tho Council 

t0 .” e fr 3S it f nd-th Viet-nom* and its disapproval of 

, ^ ?" . t&hti.ng against her; it would furthermore oonoern itself \7ith tho issue 
when it I 0 . raised at tho Security Council by Oho of the. States" (Assus IT 2 ) ’ 

Aoco.rdmg. tp "Ahram- (l 3 v2. ) , the issue rosdtnbloo that of Indonesia and ^ 
therefore. ,th 9 duty of, ©very Arab State to support, and .defend it when it conos hn 
for discussion at tho Security. Council, .presented ty an Arab State th2 \ P 
This dobisipn,inc±donltkymakos' strongs reading in view of the 
that th© Vietnam.. Cabinet is ovdrwholndngly -. Oocimura.st. 

Asiatic Conforonne . 

j. J???** ,i bj0ct *- 0ttBid ® rad by tho Political; Committee- was ,a surrostion bv 
•lssa Nakhloh, .the,A.H.E.:roprosontatlv© at Lako Succors , to sulon^ Asiatic 

Po od aud. Agricultural Organisation ''s' Sg glonal Conference ir. n-i ™ ! 

Tho United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation's Regional Conference 
opened in Cairo on the 2nd Fobmury vdth 'a speech ..by John Boyd-oS tto 
rgonis ration a Director-General, who pointed out that the scarcity of foodstuffs in 

world'^if^aciricultur' i* ' ,V °^ ld V/E ' r 11 * He f^rned that f amino would ^bof all the 
, . i cultural production was not increased, . and asked the. MB countrios 

to assigns new areas to bo brought under cultivation (Ahram,3*2.) . Snocial 
mention was made. by. tho speaker of tho possibility of developing Egypt for this 
ISlTil H !f lde ® a possible incroaso of prediction thanks to theKo Waters, 

l-flGfncm,- a formor Minister of Agriculture in £Jgypt and presently tomporarv 

Ett «»■««. “*> «*>•«» - roport to S7 

la ^go areas, could bo put undor cultivation by the use of water 

(s . G .Sh:n 13 anG pr ° dU0ti0tl 0f ydnter cr °P s could b .o greatly increased 

~ . J ' imo ^6 s ' t hte problems on the ngotda of the Conference wore the possibilities 
St+of? a31ng °S r ^ oultura i 1 ' production on present cultivated areas by the use of 
ottpr forming and agricultural tech.niquosp.mprove,d seeds, fertilizers and 
pesticides; improved animal husbandry; the modernisation of hand tools* form 

machinery; and the expansion of education and extension of services. 
Porestry problems included reafforestation, planting of trees to protect cultivated 

(E!&!,g!l.n 0r ° alOn ’ ond ' thQ sottin ® u P, of nurseries for growing young trees 

„ . •. Th0 Conference specially dealt with questions closely related to agricultural and 
social: problems in the ME. The aub-committeo appointed to examine, the social aspects 
of the food situation in the ME reported, that "the social condition of 'the fellaheen 
ou & o '6 improved ,l (Sawt al-Umma,9 .2, ) . The food sub -committee reached similar 

8 t °* 60 9° P^ oent of the ME' population So 

underfed (ibid.). For Egypt the proportion was from 70. to 80 per cent (Zamnn,29.1.) . 

The Conference's final roport emphasised that -2,865,000 foddans wore- under 
cultivation in 'Iraq while. 3 millions wore not. as yet cultivated. The- cost of 
cultivating each feddan by now irrigation schemes was estimated at 5/s dollars 
(Z a mon,30.2.). The Conforenoo has accordingly considered a five-year programme 
for irrigation and drainage development in that country; (AP, 14.2.). 6 

In the Lebanon, sevoreJ. now schemes .were suggested. Tewfik : al-Hofnawi ' the 
regional advisor^ had informed the Lebanese Government of the expected orriS in the 
Lobanon of a mission of American engineers to investigate Lebanon's needs for loans 
and other means of increasing its agricultural production ( ANA, 26.1. ) . 
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In Syria, the cost of agricultural development was estimated at a total 
of 35^ million Syrian pounds (Zam&n,10 *2. ) . 250*000 acres would bo brought undor 

irrigation provided agreement could b.e reached with ’Iraq over the supply of water 
needed to implement this scheme* Syria, it was stated, would noed an immediate loan 
f or the no co s s ary equipment (AF, 14.2*)* 

As for E&ypt, , the ..report rocommendod that it was of primary importaheo 
to begin d ovolo ping , as soon as possible new areas which would bo productive in 
1950* Tho suggestion was for 50,000 foddans in Lowor Efeypt, 65*000 in Upper Egypt 
and 6,000 in the Nubia rogion, on tho southern borders. Total cost of tho plan 
wa3 estimated at 3,430,000 pounds (Zamqn,10 *2* ) • .Tho main recommendation of tho 
Conference was' for a plan to bo submitted to the meeting of the FA0 Council in 
Washington on April 5*th calling for 25,000 aoroa to bo converted annually at a 
cost of £300,00Q&for a system of basin irrigation which would be supplemented by 
pumping wells in Upper Egypt. Egyptian production, it was pointed out, as a result 
of improved irrigation facilities could be increased by more than ^of, (AP,14.2.)* 

Apart from the above mentioned technical recommendations, the Regional Conference 
emphasised that F A0 assistance should be given to ME countries in the purchuso of 
priorities and in tho shipment of laboratory equipment and dairy machinery from 
tho countrios which would supply them. It also decided to ask the FA0 to 
establish a Regional office in Cairo for tho whole of tho ME for tho purpose of 
strengh toning ME collaboration (AP, 14,2-*, geo above). 

The Regional Conference closed its session on the 14th. Tho masting were 
attondod by %ypt, Ethiopia, ’Iraq, Lebanon, Syria (as participant-members) and by 
Iran, Sa’udia, Turkey, Yemen (as observers) ( Assaa, 29.I. ) . Palestine was not 
represented, The A^ab league was allowed to have two delegates as observers 
(J.d ’E. ,5*2#) . American and British representatives also attended (Abram, 2* 2* ) . 
as well as U.N, experts ( As3as,4*2. ) . . Ahmad 1 Abdul Ghoffor, the Egyptian Minister 
of Agriculture was selected . as, chairman (Misri,3*2. ) • 

Six FA0 oxports in co-operation with tho various Governments cone or nod, provide, 
tho conference with information on the typo of agricultural assistance needed* . 

Tho experts wore sent to the M.E* a month ago and will remain there for soveral 
months to start work on the programme adopted by the Conference (AP, 27*1*)* 

' EGYPT 

An glo-Ek ypt i an r o 1 at i o ns . 

Anglo -Egyptian relations have appeared in the front pages of the Egyptian 
press again, as a result of the Arab League’s meetings in Cplro., which was said to 
includei discussions on a general Anglo-Arob pact face General ) , & of the meeting botweeu 
the British Ambassador and the Egyptian Foreign Affairs Minister,, It was also 
reported to have examined tho Anglo^E&yptian question (Misri,10.2 *) } and Bavin’s 
speech at the Anglo-Egyptian Society in London, on tho occasion of Fai-ou^’s birth- 
day ( ANA, 11*2. ) • 

These outstanding facts, have given rise to various rumours, namely that of 
American mediation for a change in the Egyptian Cabinet so as to include all parties 
(Akher Sa < a,11.2. & Mussam&rat ,15*2.). Talks for a resumption of Anglo-Egy pti an 
negotiations were also reported to have taken place between Casey and M an important 
Egyptian personality*’ (Mussomarat ,15*2*). 

None of the above mentioned factors however seem to lead to a decisive 
improvement in Anglo -Egyptian relations. The League, ft was pointed out, did not 
include the Egyptian question in its agenda (Akher Sn*a,11.2. ) and the rumour 
that Bevin would fly to Cairo (Misri, 11.2* ) was denied by the Foreign Office. 

The formation of a national Cabinet,' will also be exceedingly difficult to set 
up • The British Government was alleged to have, Insisted that the Wofd bo included 
in an all-Parties Cabinet which wou’ld be fully backed by Parliament, and which would 
negotiate with Britain (Mussomarat ,15*2*)* America Is also reported to have 
intervened in pressing for the inclusion of tho Wafd.in such a Cabinet, since she 
considers a representative of the Wafd necessary as a chock against foreign 
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Communist infiltration (Akhor S.a r a,ll*2* )• This report seems to "ho in lino vdth 
tho' British-, alogari • that -an Mglo-rfeyptian or. oven an . Anglo- A r ab pact would prevent 
. ',C'pmmunism ; -':f roiO -gaining "a Stand', in the. Middle East. .. It also appears' that in order 
‘.too ':a convince -public' opinion of,. such a nocoasi.ty prominence has to bo givah in l. 
the .pros b' to ' irinor events ■ which appear tb # be related to local Communist activitios • 11 
Such an instance- is. tho undeserved importance given by nowspapors to tho arrest 
of six alleged Communist students in Cairo .who wore stated to have' been in possession 
of " secret- codes '"y** reports on recent strikes in EgypW.etc*"- or to 'have ’’burned 
t important^ c’bhvicting evidence” before thoir arrest. (Kut la, 13 )’• T| ' 

. ) .- : Bevin t s mild speech of the 11*2. did not produce tho reaction expected by 
the 'British Foreign' 'Minis ter* It ‘was coldly- received in C^iro and the proas . 
unanimously criticised it. The Wafdist ’’Sawt pl-Unma'’ ( IB • 2 • )■ Remarked that Bevin 
*has not modified his imperialistic views’* since he completely" ignores Egypt* s 
po li tl'caT evolution ” ♦ ; t, Ahram tt (l2.2) stated; that w B.cvin has not fredd himself ; : 
from obsolete •imperiali st . conceptions also; .shared .by British diplomatic'- quarters w . 

. ’"'dokcJib&d; ihjp; speech, as firrolevant £ of: Egypt honobr” • Thfc$o;"' 

■■ ■ .sharp ' criti cistoswor e; ' obviously the result of f ,an unf ortun ate s onf ehc ; e J which might 
' have slipped ■ ] out in Havin'' 1 s sppqch . who n. ; , ho referretr^finding out -■ how • tb’ 1 cd nciliats 
'with E&ypt * 8 hatidti'ali'sip ’’without endangering the r defence: of yohr ’ territory" " of 
our communication w ’;ai3. being, the .main difficulty*?;. - '• -> :i r ; : '' r 

It is doubtful whethef the present Egyptian Grovornment will desire or be 
in a position to engage itself in now talks .with. .-Britain ^.before 1 the British make 
clear th^lr intentions on the question of; evacuation* It .appo.afs; that thiji' question 
.has not'-beeu solved , ydt' b;y Britain whoso. military experts oppose ova'cui'ati on- at' this 
time- and ''insist : on maintaining British' troops in the Suoz Canal area ( Abram, 13^2* ) # 

Debates on Army Ih Egyptian Parliament- * , ■ :- •■■.! . ' * '■* ■ y 1 '” 

^' ^ r . A’ debate on the'' Government *8. policy towards-, the Army was provoked' in' t ho ' 
Chamber of Deputies on F e bruary 9th , as n‘ result of questions raised by Maurice 
Fnkhri 'Abdul Nur (Kotlist) ..and Fikri Abas a (Nat- ) * A- request: from -Government . 
■bonches' to discuss the ' question in closed ...session was,; overrulGdaby the President 
o f the Chamber ( Kutl a, 10 . 2 • ) • " J : y-yy . .* -O' - ''•- v; '' :rs ' T>; 

Deputy '- ’Abdul Nur started tho debates by a short expos& in which he compared 
the Army's strength under Mohammad 'Ali (276,000 men) to its present (50,000) 
strength (Ahrarn,10*2# ) • ^e then accused the British of preventing the Egyptian 
Army from carrying out most of its plans for. improvement* ..He cited, . as'. an ,: ihgtdtice> 
that arms furnished by Brit din were, obsolete and said that 'members of Egypt’s 
military mission in Britain wef e .-prevented from attending, tho most important 
courses ( S a?t al-Uma, 10 • 2 *. ) • _ !. 

"Making a reforenco to tho I93S Anglo~Egypti an Treaty which designated Britain 
as the' spin supplier of arm's to Egypt, ’Abdul Nur.' stated that Britain had sold a 
tommy-gun f dr 40 ; pounds while she got it from the U.S* at half of that- pried'- He 
also disclosed that B r itain had onco opposed a project of Ford *J°build motor cor 
factories in E^ypt . .(Ahr;xi,10 .,2* ) and. indicated that motor card now used in the . • 
Egyptian Army woke of .48 different type? a, - making their- maintenance exceedingly . 

■ difficult and very '.costly ( Sa\rt. a.l-Umma,10«2« ) • . - v 

' ' Dealing' with tbe cost of maintaining .a- 'soldi or, 1 : the speiikdB charged tho Gbvorn- 
ment with extravagance when he pointed out that the sum allocated for depreciation 
of material amounted to 7Q- pounds per soldier for tho first year of service while 
-in other 'countries ,an average of,, only. 2Q pounds was ' allocated . Hg- suggested the' p 
setting up of' an inquiry commission to investigate that matter ( Ahroniil0*2* ) *. ; ' ' ' 

‘ Deputy ' 'Abdul' Nur then remarked that the Army has a shortage, of engineers. 

Engineers ,,, he said, number, 270, while they numbered 29OO during Mohammad 
'Ali ’s' rGigh. :(Sawt. . : &l-Uminai, lD..;2* ) - .The Engineer Corps >’ -he added , lack Adequate' 
material ne cos a ary to a . modern army ( Ahram,10 *2* ) , while the army itself' suffers 
-from A shortage’ of ‘sever al kinds of armaments. ..( S owt al-Hmma, 10 * 2 • ) : . As far as lirmy 
ma,noouvros wer o', co.nce rne,d , .the speaker sold they wore very rarely' Ond irregularly 
held , fie want bn to .criticise the newly enforced military^ Sbrvico "law which, ho • 
said, conscripted only 30,000- out of lf£),000 ©ligiblos for service; most wero 
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the 

x°r the rusorvo cf territorial cxny (ibid.), D 0 puty 'Abdul Nur then spoke 
ol ^he ^rmy budget (details of which wore not published). According to »Sawt 
al-bmna’ (10.2, ) the speaker met with strong opposition from various sources when 
he r^aed tho question of the soldier’s wg os, and. was compelled to omit this 
question from his statement, 

Pikri ji.bc.via spoke next and recalled promises mods by Noqrashi, on his return 
from the Uk , to strengthen the Army’s power. He suggested an increase in the 
Armv's budget and arid it was most important to free the country from the 1936 
treaty provisions which compelled Egypt to buy arms only from B r itain. Britain, 
he charged, was supplying the Egyptian army with old-fashioned weapons ( ahrm, 10 .2. ) . 
Ho v.-.l so asked for arms factories to be' ■ sot up in Egypt and for another military 
mission -to be sent abroad. The Army, he stressed, was in great need of technicians 
and engineers (ibid,). 

The Defense Minister closed the debates by assuring the assembled that the 
.Government was seriously considering the A r my's needs and that the various plans for 
improvements- would be implemented. In the course of the debates he had disclosed 
that a military mission was on its way to Chechoslovakia for the purpose of 
purchasing arms for the Egyptian army ( Ahram, 10 .2- )'. 

, Thia disclosure is hardly to be reconciled •-ith the military clauses of the 
193 0 -Anglo -Egyptian Treaty which compel Egypt to buy arms only from Britain • It 
is also difficult to ascertain whether the military mission mentioned by the D e f once 
Minister was or was not intrusted to purchase arms on behalf of the Arab League, or ■ 
if this was the deal referred to by *Azz.em, (League’s Secretary) when he disclosed 
th- 1 the whole affair of purchase of a^ms from Chechoslovakia for the Arab League 
h.-.CL j-c.ilcd owing to indiscretions by newspapermen who disclosed the facts too 
early (Bse nl-*Yussuf 10*2.)* 


In any event, there must be some truth in the report of the ’’Misri*’ 

London correspondent (12.2*) that Britain had asked for explanations on Egypt's 
intention to purchase arms from Chechoslovakia. The correspondent emphasised that 
it is generally felt in London that purchase of arms by E^yot from a country 
other than Britain is a matter coming under the provisions ’of the 1936 Treaty” 
(IIisri,12*2.) . . 


ENCLOSURE. U ( 


Approved For Release 2003/10/08 : CIA-RDP83-00415R000800040018-9 


2 . 3*1948 


4EAB WRIjD AEFAIHS 
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No. 24 ( 51 ) 


Ga/BSAL 

S.ff.oho Shifts to D/maaoim 

. Th °. lo f 4 f inQ ° f British rulo in Palostino, tho 15 th May, and tho rrpidlv 
d toriorating intornc.tionol situation have prosontod tho Arab Loogue ^dth two 

xmpSntriioTof w- t Pf° bl 0 mS s° f P ™ y Action,, in 

xmplomontation of Partition and conclusion of a collective security alliance with 
Tho first has had a lion's shc.ro in tho proceedings of tho' Locmio 

nrIdictod 0 a v J ii?% Whi 0 h + 0 l +r d ° n th f 22nd Pob W.cxy,and tho latter, it is being 
'ffiSn* 1 ' aocno (or more likoly, the behind- the-scohos) of tho 

d S + ^ 3 a0 + h ? dul ° d t0 °P° n on H ^°h 20 th, In order to. bo able-, to do this, 

T .. d mi , h p t ? m ° t0 ^° Paloatino its constant ond undivided attention, tho 
ccguo .s Politicra Committee , as already mentioned in our previous issues established 

LS S'SSM “ 3 nilit:.ry P ,ction in 

comittocU Th ++ 3 ’ •’ 1-b val1 e ' lso supervise th© activities of 'local boycott 

committees The conmittoc is, composed of . 'Assam Pasha as chairman and fopresonttives 

of tho Locguo member states and the A.H.ii. (the Mufti), ' Jmil Ifcrdhn is to o^uno 
chairmanship during , tho ab^nco of '.Mzm in. Yemen (Misri,29.2, ) . By appoihti^ 
this bcdy.tho Council^ effected a sep^ction of tho political f^m the- purely SSitory 
-ds.rs.ip thus 1.. militating the military, command, to work . „ smoothly (ibid.). 

It was also docidod that both , this and tho Military Committee would fix their 
popmanont headquarters in Damascus; which is to form the mootingplnoo of an important 
military conforonco for Paloatino, duo to convono in tho next fow days ( Ahron. 29 . 2 , ) . 
Tho. members of tho Military Committoo including Isma'il Safwat, as v;oll as tho 
Syrian .deputies who, ; arc participating in tha : fighting* have already, arrived in 
Damascus , . The Conforonco will draw up plans for tho formation of the ^Arab Liberation 
Army, which will be made up of regular forces Of Locguo mombors under Safwat 's 
command,. King 'Abdullah has allegedly informed tho Locguo that hi a frontier .'to 
opon to any force .wishing to cross from Syrian into Paloatino (V. Azam in Pal. 

Post, .24.2* ) • This attitude on tho part of 'Abdullah has boon confirmed by facts 
ana ^ nay bo explained as ovidonce of his willingness to cooperate with tho League 
as a result of tho; lattor having accepted his viewpoint regarding the undesirability 
oi setting, up a Palestine Arab Government or Mministration... dominated' by-the AhE. 
Further proof of 'Abdullah's change, of mind is tho appointment cf the Transjordan 
representative on the Military Coramittoo, 'Abdul $ ado r al-Jundi and his visit to 
Damascus (see our last issue). The decisive movements, wo aro told, will start 
before tho^boginnirg of spring and tho first signs, of thorn will bo soon immediately 
altur tho,. Damascus Conforonco, since Taha Hashomi and Fawzi Qawuqji havo complotod theii 
preparations for thoir departure to Palestine (Misri,29 #2# ) • 

, , Tho oxpootcd visit rjf tho Mufti and' other nonib or s of tho AHE to Damascus, as well 
as the pro so no e of Musa 'Aloni and Bid g. Clayton in this city lends support to tho 
belief that, along With military planning, now offorts will bo; made to find a 
lorraula enabling some aort of cooperation botwoon tho. chi of participants and 

th ° Palestinian drama: Tho Husseinis on ono hand and tho Hashomitos 
and Musa Alcmi.oq tho othor, with tho League and tho British as mediating agents. 

Oil Henri sals. 

As a cordaary ,to tho military measures, tho League, docidod - as was announced 
by^ Azzam - vNot to grant any facilitios or new oil concessions to tho so' States 



asked by pressmen for cements on tho Looguo's reported resolution, replied that the 
State Department had no information concerning it (AFP, 26,2. ) . It should bo 
mentioned that tho ^ above statement, although it doos not specify, whether the reference 
to tho oil-concessions includestho construction of pipolinos- for exploiting 
concessions already granted, has boon generally accepted as applying to tho latter 
as well, and is considered J-as -a movo .directed primarily against tho TAPlino company 
l Zoman, 1*3.) * -'To this may- bo added tho interview of tho So'udi Soir Faisal 
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to the ’’Misri” correspondent in Jedda.. The attitude of his country, declared Faisal, 
was absolutely clear and gave -no "justification to the .despicable attacks on his 
father, I? the Arab States decide to cancel the oil-concessions of pro- partitionist 
powers, Sft'udi Arabia, although having no -other sources of income, mil be the first 
to carry out the decision and drive out any American from her soil (Misri, 29*2* ) * 
Another anti-Amo ri can step is reported to have been taken, incidentally, by Sn'udi 
Arabia. According to this report (Kutla, 25*2. ) , the Sa’udi authorities have 
informed, ths USA that they are determined not. to renew the lea^e. of the. Dhahran 
airfield on its expiration date, March 1, 194-9* .since they do not see the necessity 
for US Air force personnel to remain in. that country. . 


Iptp f r ^ab , » 

By' referring all matters connected with Palestine to' the Military and Political 
Palestine Committees, the Arab League Council has cleared the way to. a discussion 
of the inter-Arab alliance problem, as a preliminary step* it is widely rumoured, 
towards the conclusion of a collective Angle- ( ro3p. Anglo-S^on* J.Arab. Military 
Alliance,, This idea was brought up by . Jamil. Mar dam at, the last session* As was 
; explained by him at some length to ’’Abram” (29*2. )* he . submitted to the Political 
.Committee a 3~point- proposal suggesting (a) prohibiting the conclusion, of any 
treaty by a League member with a no member "that would be apt to prejudice its 
sovereignty or independence or granting a foreigh power a military or economic status 
harmful to other Arab States, prior to submitting the clauses of the projected treaty . 
to the League Council; (b) the conclusion of 4 n inter-Arab Military and , Political 
Alliance -by all League members * in accordance with the provisions of the Alexandria 
Protocol and the League Charter; such an alliance will bind each- signatory to 
; -adopt a unified : ^o3?icy regarding foreign relations, and collective defence (Misri, 

23*2, ji (c) the revision of the League Charter, in order to adapt it to present 
conditions and to enable it to meet the- requirements specified, in (a) • 

This proposal was 1 felt to be a limitation on the freedom of action of the 
individual Arab States. Moreover, since, it was not based on the League Charter and was 
not included iri the ' agenda, most delegations decided not to discuss it before 
contacting their respective governments. This postponement,, we are assured, 
was not due to internal differences, but to' the feeling that under prevailing 
conditions any discussion of .the subject would be detrimental^ to the, position of the 
.'.League ( Ahrom,1.3 • ) • 

As to the prospects of an Anglo-Arab alliance, the influential "Le-Mondc". 
(12.2.) opined that whereas separate military treaties would b.e. .intolerable to 
the Arab nationalists, they could readily accept a, colloctive alliance sanctioned 
...by the Leagua, as- -it wG-u-ld-elimin-ate inter-Arab- reprobation-and rivalry •— -Mo reov or, 
Britain, by virtue of her being the decisive ’power in Palestine, possesses the most - 
important clement of bargainingin the negotiations .with the Arabs. It ie difficult 
to see, the paper argues,' ho ^ tig League .could reject proposals granting the Arabs, 
so many advantages and -fulfil iltfeir unity. On the other hand, an official statomont 
issued by the Arab Office in London, does not think that Britain s good intentions 
towards the Arabs are raufficiont to induce the Arabs to enter into, regional alliance 
with her. Before she can hope to achieve this, Britain must bring about a change 
in America’s attitude towards the Arabs, because Britain, in the event of war, would 
bo America’s vanguard in the Middle East and th.eroforo any alliance with Britain 
means in reality an indirect alliance vdth America (Misri, 1. 3.* ) • 

There is more talk of efforts being- made to integrate Turkey and Iran in tliij ; 
framework of British Middle East security arrangements. ’’Misri” (29.2.) says thejrq.vr 
are signs of a strengthening of' the- ties between the League member States and the 
countries referred to . According to this" ’paper ' numerous mootings took place. s 

recently in '^Baghdad, Cairo, Ankara. and Beirut between the A?ab Premiers and Turkish . 
and Iranian diplomats. ' The moderate Teheran paper M Ghiyam-i- Iran 1 * dwells on' - 
developments in relations with Britain since Mr. Eden’s visit to Persia in January. 

The political quarters in London, the paper asserts, arc prepared to revise tho 
South Iranian- oil agreement and to recognize' to a certain extent Iran’s, claims - in- 
this respect, ' -The British Government had further decided to include Iran in the ME 
defon.Cs area which is to comprise all Arab States ^with the exception of, Xemen. 

This is also affirmed by the Tudeh organ "Mardu m ” . It is said that -Mr..* Eden had . ..... 
informed tho directors of the Anglo- Irani an 0 il Co. of the results. .of 'his. .talks on 
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this subject and that he suggested that one of thorn go to Teheran and start 
negotiations with. tho Persian Government regarding Southern Iranian oil (AFP, 21*2.)* 


Addenda to League ^solutions and Activities. 


■■ Arab Offices:. The League Secretariat is preparing a new system for the Arab 
offices in Nov* York; Washington, London and Paris, following Iraq's having- surrondprod 
its control over thorn and agreed to league supervision. The Political Committee 
has allocated large sums for their maintenance and a staff of young Arabs from all 
Arab countries is now being seloctod (Misri,29 *2* ) . Musa ‘Alomi, it is reported, 
will continue heading the Offices. 


Fund-raising: The Political Committee 'oallqApon the Arab Governments to^soo 
to' it that the * funds for Palestine raised from public drives be directed through, 
the proper channels ( J • d 'Egypte,23 *2. ) • 

League's Budget: The League's budget for 194*6 has boon fixed at .210,240; 
Syria’s contribution to it amounts to l 6 jS (Alif Ba,11.2.)* 


UNESCO to meet in Beirut* Thanks to the efforts made by Dr* Charles Male k, 
Lebanese Minister in Washington and delegate to the UN, the UN Economic, s °ci^ 
and Cultural Organization decided .to hold its Ootober Session in oirut. ne a. 
also suggested that Arabic bo made the third official Language ^ of the conference 
(after English and French), but this is still under consideration (Ahr am, 19 .2, ). .. 
Philippe Taqla requested the League to sot up. a committee for laying down n unixied 
Arab plan in preparation for the conference { Ahrsm, 1 . 3 • ) . Besides, Dr. Malok is, 
according to "Kutla" t 27 . 2 . ), the originator of the idea of establishing a UN 
Economic Coimittee for the Middle East on the pattern of those set up for Efcropo 
and the Far East and it v/as he who submitted a proposal to this effect to the UN 
General Assembly last September. 

On Extradition of Criminals: The Legal Committee will submit to the Loaguu 
Council at the noxt session a proposal which distinguishes between purely political 
offences and "mixed ” ones , thus considering as criminal offences acts involving 
premeditated murder, poisoning and assaults on Heads of Statos- and th^ir nox 
of kin, such as hoir presumptives etc. ( Ahram,29 .2. ) . 

Resolutions of tho Lo ague 1 s Cultural Committee: Th 0 so -provide for a unified 
curriculum on tho subjects of national education, history, geography and Arabic, 
to bo applied to all League mombor States for primary and secondary schools, for 
the purpose of fastening inter-A r ab solidarity ' and tho consciousness of a common 
heritage and destiny (Misri, 23 • 2. ) * 


Relief to Libya andTunis: Tho Political Committee docided that tho Arab. 
Governments contribute £E 200,000 to aid the hunger- stricken areas of Libya and the 
Maghrib, particularly Tunisia. This amount represents tho minimum that the Arab, 

Statos arc called upon to allocate. Further particulars an the aid and its 
distribution in the public interest are boing kept SGcret. A momo by tho lix 
leader, ’Abdul Krim, on the food situation in Tunisia and Algeria has bean 
submitted to Habib Bourguiba, the Tunisian loader, to 'Azzom, urging tho Longue to 
apply to tho international roliof organizations for assistance, for tho so countries 
( As s as , 2? - 2 . ) . 

The Maghrib problem: As to Libya, in addition to sending a mission composed 
of members of the Libyan Liberation Committee , the Politic al . Committee contented 
itself with reiterating previous resolutions insisting on Libya's unity and. 
independence and promising every assistance necessary to securing these 
Regarding Morocco, preliminary discussions Recording to "Ahrom’ U9 .2. ), led to tho 
cristallizing of two views on tho question: the one favoured submission o± tho issue 
to the Security Council, the other - to the UN General Assembly. The latter, o-ourao 
is thought likely 'to be followed (ibid,). There is, however, no trace of oithor 
of them in the official resolution, which merely statos that Morocco had mado no 
progress towards gaining independence and it furthermore expressed rogret that the 
Powers ruling Morocco had done nothing to recognize her claims to so If -do termination. 
It also regretted the bloody clashos which recently occurred thoro (in Totuan) 

(j, d 'Egypto, 23 *2. ) • The restrained and oven lxkwworm tone of these resolutions 
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League T&cklea Yemen Crisis, 

p ft rtid 3 1 S 1 tte n f e men £iP ^ a i n Sirv A ^oli eQ ^ 9 M * itr “* lon issued by i oth con-testing 
of delegates of all Member Statos as fnir" W f E „ SOt U P» headed by.'Azaam and composod 
and an Expert cn Ycme n ( E^ypto Yunsnf Y ^ .^seln H osni, Secretly to tho King 

. Mnzhftr Arslan (Syria! Si edd J S 1?° to" ( ? & “4 a) ’ Abdul Jali l ( >Ira q ) , 

Shaikh Hass an itoahim h ?Y f (Lebanon), Midhat Jum'a ( Transjoirfan) , 

ul-Islam 'Abdultolf^o is low . n 5 Qpr0saat f lv ° ° n th ° Al * ab Lo ^ e * Prince Seif- ■ 

iisu +!i. ffg 3 * ’ 

neutral ground for wbitratd^^ASer sl'a/ibid^ .^Sor to “leaving theTlo '•“ 

circumstances (7nm4 i t ,1+ x nc / lxed plan and would act according to 

fp» ». s,.'»d *,«*** 


EGYPT - 

— Pritiah Soheme for "S u d&nization" of the Sudan ■ 

Administration^f f tho ^udan ^wastoublished^^r Govertlm ? at brin £i n ff refoms to the 
decree had been sent by the'ActinfSov^no r n T bhe 22nd February. A copy of the 
a- second copy to tL British toh^l . ? ner& x t0 the ^tian Government and 

decree tho Governor General o i at tod +h + i£°b In an e *P lanator y not e attached to tho 

•— ”»«u on^t'w 2°, °r°,-? u ?,•**** *> «• 

*3S&£T^ *■ 

ss^s-ss* 

Th^ 1 ttur also suggests a commission of non-official Se’vntinn rinri r + 

to -examine tho legal osdgc ta of +h& : j ,^ j ^ t;Lan a nd British oxperts 

„ _ .. ; . upooxa oi the decree and namely p&ra#b of tho Ro- m +im 

oXr^ly put "into “off oct WOr ° a loeislation 

ItooX^^Go^^G GOV T Lnt ^ "* the intomtd.ohto^'limitat^th^sxooutive 

S£»%|! d'iSo.r^- 2!)!" nr '^ ra .^ ali ^. exclusively with Sudan's internal 
rn , n T I l de 1 er f Sj 00 uprising 65 articles, provides, for the constitution of an Executive 

.jSAJTSSS’iSS; "fr lho «•»■«* «— &S rsf” 

appointed by the Governed Generar Tart ^loT 'Tho^ovorn, 12 n™*' n 5 >t ; mor0 ‘ than 18 members-, 
authority on the d^,.ion. ^ ^ fcl1 

, ' w , 1n ThQ L^^ative Council is to comprise appointed members (not exceodin r 10) 

yeJs if 1 T ttL ° f 65 (art * 26) * Sudane " Nation discover 3 0 

lifJhf, r (-M V v of the constituency which electsthem for over 2 years rre ^ 
eligible or liable to nomination in the Council (art. 3 0). The Legislative CounSl'oaa - 
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ba dissolved by tho Governor General ( art .37 ) • Elections arc to be held' evory three 
years (art *38)* The nomination of the Council’s chairman must be approved; by the 
Governor General (art .41)* The Council is not allowed to logiforato on’ a) tho 
.Sudan Constitution, b) the relations between tho Sudanese Government on tho o no 
hand and tho British and Egyptian Governments* on tho other, c) tho relations between 
tho Sudanese. Government and other foreign countries (art. 53)* discussions on 
defence., finance, minorities (national or religious) cannot take place unless previous 
coithorisatio-n from, the Executive ( art. 54) - All decisions reached by the Legislative 
Council are to be notifed to the Executive in the form of "recommendations” (art. 46). 
Art. 5 & 6 provide that the Governor Gonoral will "when ho sees it fit” appoint 
ministers and ’under- seer etariofl responsible to him (Sawt al-Umma, 22*2# ) . t ;. 

fho decree. was described in the Foreign Office letter of the 15.1*48 to the 
Ffeyptian Ambassador as ™the long-nwaitod initiative towards s olf -government in 
Sudan” ( J .d ’Egypt©, 23,2* ) . 

The publication in Cairo of tho decree on the Sudanizatioh of the Sudan, 
was followed by an outburst of virulent ■ attacks directed against the Egyptian Govern- 
ment and the British. The following headlines in Egyptian newwpapors (colle cted 
at random by J, B ® .24.2. ) r are most characteristic of the indignation expressed 
by pressmen belonging to different parties: "Dictatorship in tho Sudan”. "Plot 
for sotting up a. dictatorial regime”. "Criminal attempt to separate Sudan from £&ypt rt * 
”A legislation putting the Sudan under tho domination of- the Governor General”. 

One of the most striking headlines was that of <• Abram" (27.2.) reading: "His Majesty, 
Hebert He we the First”. , , 

Indoodythe text of tho British decree needs very little comment, if at all, 
to outline its dictatorial character. It is however note-worthy to emphasize tho 
fact that almost all newspapers in Egypt condemned tho scheme and described it as 
”a now British manoeuvre to securro full British control andlauthority :v^er--thG-v.Sulan ,# . 
Moreover, it was especially pointed out that, should Egypt accept to enter into 
negotiations vdth Britain on the basis laid down by the British scheme, she "Would 
by .so doing ruin hor whole national, cause (Ikhwan al-Muslomin quoted by-'2oman, 24.2 ., . 
and Misri,25*2. ) . ”Mieri” (24.2.) also wrote that the schema was but an association 
of words to empower tho Governor General yath comploto sovereignty ovor the Sudan. 

.The Y/afdist press, namely "Savrt al-Umma” (25*2. ) f violently took the Government to 
task and charged. Noqr as hi mth the sole. "responsibility for his policy of "fait 
accompli”. The same newspaper also-emphasized that the Governor General Of tho Sudan 
is but an F&yption official. A similar remark .. was mado by "Ahrom” (2J and' 25*2.). 

Only "Assns", tho Saadis t organ (Noqrashi is . tha Prosidont of the Saadist Party) 
mado a timid attempt to justify Noqrashi f s hesitations vis-a-vis the British schomo. 

It triad to explain that ’’since the British are Still occupying the Sudan 1 ” it would 
be better to negotiate with them than to leave things as they are ( Asa as, 25. 2. ) • 
Noqrashi has boen reported to have blamed, the Sudanese for their haste to got rid 
of tho British and to have stated that tho Sudanese should not bo impatient (Kutla, 
27*2.) • This report, however, was not confirmed by' othor sources. 

At all events, it was becoming obvious that the Egypt lain 1 G abi not had boon 
seriously affoctod by the, general opposition against the British scheme and that 
it would bo compelled to reject it in view of the violent reaction of Egypt’s 
political quarters (Misri, 25 *2. )-, E$ypt, it was reported, would also "demand' for a 
strict application of . her constitutional rights (Akher Sn , a,25*2«). A draft-' answer 
by Ffeyptian exports rejecting the British proposals was reported to bo already in 
preparation for dispatch to London (Ahrom, 27*20 and a now Egyptian scheme ■ prepared 
instead (Zaman,26. 2. ) . 

The British proposals were finally rejected by th© Egyptian Cabinet (E outer, 
28.2.). Various political parties and associations, including tho Liberal (Government 
Party) had previously stated their opposition to the scheme. The Senate Foreign 
Affairs Commission had also expressed the opinion that F&ypt bad erred by €vccepting 
to enter into negotiations with B r j_tain on the Sudan question (Misri, 29 . 2- ) • 

In viovr of' tho scarcity of information from the -Sudan it is difficult to 
ascertain what has boen the. exact reaction of the Sudanese, particularly the r . 

British ”Umma” Party, to the British proposals, ^t appears, however, that +* 
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been *et with similar criticism as in Egypt. The Secretary General of the Sudanese 
ndopondent Party (Separatist) is even reported to have- stated that the proposed 
legislation, includes neither provisions for self-government nor for independence 
(E*,25*2,). The Union of budaneso students in Cairo issued a memorandum stating that 
they mil fight "the imperialistic, scheme* 1 and appealed to the .Egyptian to fight it, 
..too (Kutla, 25*2* ). The President. of the. Ittihad ( Sudanese. Union) Party, donnpuncod .the 
scheme as an attempt to divide between Egypt and tha.Uudan (iHsri > 25.2. ) *■. A spokes- • 
men of the "Ashi^qa" Party (partisans of the Unity with Egypt) is also reported' to have 
voiced his party 3 rejection of the proposed legislation (Ahram,27.2. ) . 

this outburst of criticism and protests, it was however fearod that 
lig* implementation of the; scheme, even if Egypt r e.i eo tad it 

(Mlsri, 2p.2.) . "Ahram" (2J. 2.) also recalled that .there had been precedents of 
legislation having been Enforced in the Sudan without Egypt* a consent. 

, Optimism. seems to have .prevailed for a while in London as to a f&vrouable 
outcome ol the proposed legislation. W e ll informed circles went even as far as to 
lorosoe a resumption of Anglo-Egypiinn negotiations (Ahr am >24.2.) 1 *t should bo 
howovar^, emphasized, that these reports wore published before: the Egyptian ro, actions 
to ,, the British scheme wore knowh in London, - , The Egyptian press' attitude was, later 
described by the Cairo 'Manchester Guardian" correspondent as "un encouraging 1 ' 
Uhram,27 , 2.}. Egyptian circles in. London also stressed that the British proposals on 

to Anglo-Ehyptian relations" 

J'Misri, 29*2.). Still, the belief persisted that B r itain would enforce the schomo 
as she wishes to keep control over the Sudan, for strategic reasons connected with a^' 
general plan,, for tho defence of Africa (Ahr am, 27.2. >♦ 


m . ■/ ‘ 

Dissolution of the Chamber. 

^ Februar y a H °y al decree was issued by th© Regent ordering the 

dissolution of tho Chamber. It stated, inter alia, that "because of the present delicate 
circumstances which necessitate taking due measures to fulfil the desires of the nation., 
it is imperative to. ascertain the opinion of the nation..." ( Ahram, 26.2. ) . 

. ^ One reason for tho dissolution of the Chamber may be said to bo the Cabinet's 
desire to meet another of the six demands, jointly advanced by the country’s throe 
parties, on the day that the Cabinet was Inaugurated ( Ahr am, 26.2. ) • A second reason 
may be the desire of the Government to appear to the nation as being progressive, in 
that they removed all remnants of the Jab r period. Moreover, in view of a probable and 
seemingly much-desired settlement of relations v/ith Britain ( see below) f it doubtlessly 
wanted to render impossible a recurrence of tfeo ...recent "ooup" which was instigated by 
unsatisfied parties and inadequately ^represented elements of the Chamber who agitated 
the populace to rise against the authorities. 

- ' - Elections are to- bo hold in two months and the new Chamber is oxpectod. to convon© 

two months later ( Ahr aft, 2b .2. ) , Prior to the elections a reshuffle of the Cabinot 
is anticipated in ordo* to make it a -coalition Cabinot by admitting into it National 
Democrats and. Liberals (tho Istiqlal is already represented by its President, 

Muhammad Mahdi Kubbeh, the' Minister for Supply), Kandl Jadurji, Presidont of the 
left-wing National Democrates stated that his party would only participate in tho 
Government if its stipulated conditions wore accepted, the main ono presumabely boing 
the proportion of their participation, Tho Liberals have not as yet decided on the * 
question of their participation (Misri, 26.2* ) • The purpose of setting up a coalition 
Government is to ensure that elections mil bo conducted by a Government representing 
all parties (Ahram, 23 .2. ) , The dissolved Obambor was oloctod in 1947 under tho 
administration of Premier Nuri Sa'id ( Ahrom,26.2. ) and none of those parties was 
represented in it, the Liberals boycotting the elections, and the other two parties 
failing to gain any seats. 

In view of the impending elections the "Constitutional Bloc" which was the 
Opposition of the dissolved Chamber, and comprised some 50 Deputies (out of a total 
of 140), is 'reorganizing itself into a new party to bo called "the Constitutional 
Bloc Party". This nascent party is represented in tho’ present Cabinet by -Muhammad ' 

A 
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Hidha al-Shabibi tho present Minister of Education, who headed it in the Chamber, 
and by Nassrat ol-Fari si, Minister of State ( Ahrcm, 25 * 2 . | • 

In the forthcoming election- camp sign, the parties are expected to co-operate 
with each other by jointly allotting to themselves districtsjospociolly those 
populated by tribes ^iri order to prevent independent candidates from gaining office 
( Ahron,26 *2. ) • 

Anglo- 1 Iraqi Relations i 

On the 23rd February it was disclosed that tho ' Iraqi Government had sent to 
Britain a memorandum oxplaining the reasons for the non- ratification of the Portsmouth 
Treaty- The memorandum asserted that tho proposed Treaty was not in the interests of 
'Iraq, sine© it did not call for tho complete withdrawal of the British from tho t>,vo 
airbases in Habbaniah and Shaibah. Moreover, it granted Britain many financial and 
economic . concessions* 'Iraq, furthermore, could not agree to the proposed joint 
Defense Board which was to be established as an executive and not merely & consultative 
body. Had it been accepted it would have meant in effect British control over 'Iraq 1 a 
policy and public utilities* Finally the memorandum expressed 'Iraq's readiness to 
revise the I93O Treaty in a mannor guaranteeing 'Iraq's national aspiration (Misri, 
As3&s(& AE), 24 . 2 .) » The disposition to revise the T r eaty is also bo found in two’^ 
unofficial statoments as follows: On 23rd February No .ssr&t al-Farisi, Minister of 
State, commenting on the British reply to the 'Iraqi rejection Noto of tho Portsmouth 
Treaty said that 'Iraq, wishing to strengthen her friendship ilea with Brit airy very 
much dosired to enter into new negotiations with her . regarding the modification 
of tho I93O Treaty (Misri, 24 . 2 * ) . Similarly, Homdi oi-Pach&chi, the Foreign Minister, 
on his return to Baghdad from the Arab Loaguo Council's session in Cairo, stated 
that sin co the I93O Treaty does not suit 'Iraq at present sho would not refuse to 
negotiate with Britain its modification ( Ahram, 26 * 2 . ) • Both of the so statements 
should be associated with a series of earlier ones ( see our last issue) indicating 
tho same trend. 
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: ARAB WORLD AFF^RS 
Weekly Survey 


Lea^e Session Closed* Summary of Results . 

Since the discussion- on Palestine, the dominating feature . of the session, was 
completed on the 17 th, proceedings wore expected to come to an end on the 19 th. 

However, they dragged on until the 22nd, thereby extending it more than a period 
of a fortnight* This delay is presumably duo to events in Yemen and possibly to 
the desire to ascertain the trends of discussions at the Security Council and act 
accordingly. The intervening days W 3 ro filled by a review of the Libyan question, 
the situation in the Maghrib, with special reference to the Tetuan clashes and the 
alarming food shortage in Tunis, Lahog’s request for admission to the League, the 
question of a unified oil policy as a weapon to fight Partition, the relations 
with, the .UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, the question of joining the 
International Refugees Organization (I.R.O.), -as well as a number of technical, 
legal and cultural problems. If wo add to this the problems referred to in our prcvdciu 
issues, such as the question of an iUiglO’-Arab alliance, the Syro— Lebanese monetary 
dispute, the unification of currencies, the convening of an Asiatic Conference and 
Viet-nem f s appeal for help, wo will have a fairly complete picture of what the 
League anticipated dealing with. 

It is obvious that tho two week period allocated to cope with an agenda as 
pretentious and crowded as this falls far short of the actual need and cannot 
bo expected to yield appreciable results. And indeed, none of the problems, with 
the exception of Palestine, was given, a thorough treatment , let alone brought 
nearer to solution* They were either, a) referred to special committees (or 
respectively assigned to Governments for further study), as in the case of ’Iraq s 
proposal for the unification of currencies, tho Asiatic Conference and Viot-nom’s 
request or b) postponed until the coming session in March, as. was the fate of the 
suggested Anglo-A r ab. alliance , the gkindred problem of strengthening inter- A^ab 
solidarity in the political and economic spheres, and the modifiying of tho League 
Charter or else c) some short term compromise was found or minor preliminary steps 
decided upon, as was the case with tho Levant currency dispute, Libya and North 
Africa in general* 

On tho other- hand, certain positive achievements should not be overlooked* 

As regards Palestine, to begin with, unanimous agreement is said. to have been 
reached on all points discussed by the Political Committee (Misri,18.2. ) , and 
all of them, *Azzam assured the press, wore of an ” executive* (i*e. practical) 
nature (Misri, 17 . 2 . ) , including a number of "secret" resolutions bearing on military, 
political and financial aspects (ibid), ft was decided to centralize and 
coordinate defense measures and to insure an increased supply of arms and foodstuifs. 

To this end a three-man body was created (geje our l&3t issue), referred to by 
Emile Ghouri as the ’’Supreme Advisory Council”, whose task it is to complement^ 
tho varied (political and administrative) functions of tho A.H.E. (Dif& f ,19*2. ) . 

3 y including tho Mufti in this body, he was accorded full political status as tho 
official representative of the Palestine Aj. ubs on the League Council. It was also 
agreed to invite Jerusalem* s Assistant Director of Supply to Cairo for consultations 
(Ahram,17.2.) . A plan for immediate military action was presumably drawn up by _ 
a conference convened by General Safwat in Cairo .on the plat and attended by Col. 

S hawk at Shuqoir, the Lebanese representative on tho Military Committee, ’Abdul 
leader al-Husseini and Hass an Salo^eh. The Military Committee who mot on the some 
day (Ahram,22*2. ), it should be' noted, has been strengthened by the arrival in 
Damascus of its Transjordan member, ’Abdul Qader nl-Jundi, Deputy Commander of tho 
Arab Logion, who wont at once to see Qawuqji (F alas tin ,19* 2* ) • 

Although it had been previously stated that there was no intention to invade 
Palestine before the British withdrawal, the appro sshingdiscussipn by the S 0 curity 
Council of the despatch of an international fore© to Palestine prompted the League 
spokesman to threaten immediate invasion by regular -and other forces, should c-no 
Security Council docido on such a step* There is civil war in Palestine, Azz&m 
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Th0 Egyptian G over nmo n't accepted "the viewpoint of Yemen and made endeavours "bo 
persuade the League delegates to, prevent Lahej 's joining the League committees 
(Misri,lB.2. ) . The matter came up before the Political Cornnittee on the 18th 
and as a result, it was d.ocudod to defer the discussion to the March Session 
( Ahran,19*2. ) • 

League "s Latest Worry: Yemen* Special 

The Yemenite coup a 'Etat (for which soe ' I souq] took the League Conference 
unawares. Although rumours of I nen Yahya 1 s death and the establishment of a new 
Government headed by Seif ul-Haqq Ibrahim, the Imam’s 8th son, under the Ima m ate 
of 1 Abdullah b. al-Wazir, have^oen set on foot since January 15, those events 
bocame a certainty only as late as, tho middle of February, when the new Imam 
cabled all Arab King3 and Sulers the nows of his succession and Hubsein al-Kbbsi, 
the new Foreign Minister, cabled 'Azzam'to como to the Yemen and soe.the ’’now 
structure eroctod by a democratic Government" ( Ahram,20.2. ) . King 'Abdullah, toe, 
telephoned 'Azzam and urged him to respond Kobsi's call (Misri, 21.2. ) . Following 
this the Political Committee wont into, the question (on the 19th) and decided to 
despatch at once a fact-finding committee to Sana’a, as a preliminary step to 
sending a' six-man. committee, composed by -representatives of all League member States 
and led by 'Azzam, for the purpose of "assisting Yemen in 'overcoming present 
difficulties". Sheikh Hass an Ibrahim, the Yemeni delegate. to the Political Committee, 
suggested the choice of Gen. Iama'il Safwat for this job, since ho was well acquainted 
with that country and - it was pointed out - a friend of the supporters of both 
the late Imam and his successor, It should be mentioned that Safwat spent the war- 
years 1939-42 in the Yemen, as of the 'Iraqi Military Mission for creating 

a Yemenite Army. However, Saf 'w4f excused himself because of his duties as C. nu -0 *' 
of the Palos tine "Liberation Army". Therefore the following wore appointed as . 

finders": 'Abdul Mun’inP/ lama'll Hassar^^.Myhd.Mustapha Yassin, three 

Egyptian Foreign Ministry officials and ;Muhd* Saleh as-3amari, a Yemenite notable 
resident in Cairo ( Assas , 22.2. ) , accompanied .by. Yahya Isma'il al-Wadi f i, a Yemeni 
nfficial of the Arab League. On the 21st the mission left for Sana’a by air. 


EGYPT 

British ncto to E&ypt on, ^guHani aatien of 

Political activity ..in E&ypt this we ok has shifted from purely Egyptian 
affairs to the Arab League's meetings, which dealt mainly with Palestine and 
incidentaHywith Libya ( see General. Arab Affairs). Behind- the— seen© activities, 
however, centred around the Sudan question. A British note, in reply to Egypt's 
request for a modification in tho Sudanese regime, was reported to have been 
examined by the Egyptian Cabinet (Mari, 19 *2# ) . The note which was published by the 
Foreign Office in London on tho 21st proposed an Anglo-Egypti an Conference to revise 
ordinances for. ruling the Sudan (AP, 21.2*). It stated, that the revision should 
ensure that the ordinance provisions aro truly in the interests of the Sudanese 
people and that it affords thorn the maximum degree of self-government consistent 
with their present stage of development (ibid.)* Although the, official reactions to 
the British note are not yot available, some ‘Ministers were already reported to have 
reserved their opinion "until the British answer is officially discussed" (Misri, 
19*2.). One of the greatest opponents to tho Government^ attitude in tho Sudan 
question 300ms to be Hussein Heykal, the ..President of the Senate and Qh airman of 
tho Liberal Party, Heykal, it was stated, is of tho opinion that the' British policy 
on the Sudan is a mere screen for tho maintenance of the present Sudanese regime, md 
that all British propositions should have been completely ignored by the Egyptian 
Government (Misri, l6*2. ) • Although tho Liberals have taken no decision as yet 
on the B r itish note (ibidj^, their President , in a statement to "Eose :;: al-Yussuf " 
(11.2.) ,ro called the fact that at tho UN Noqrashi had insisteef^he British ovacuat 
from Egypt as well as tho Sudan. Heykal is also reported to have stated that "it 
would be iinconsi stent with Noqraahi 's statement, if Egypt enters into negotiations 
on reforms of a regime which she has previously asked to /^Snnu lied altogether (ibid*). 

Available press roports seem to indicate that the differences between the 
Liberals and tho S sadists ^ the two Government ( .parties ) , were increasing. Apparently 
the leaders of both parties are pursuing efforts to maintain a united front against 
the Wofd. Heykal had appealed for more unity and warned that "new elections would 
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rssult in the Government being held by one party" (meaning the Wafd) (Sawt al- 
Umma,18.2. ) , In another statement* he also stressed the need for more political 
unity (Ahram,19.2.). It is apparently in order not to provoke a split between the 
Liberals and the Saadi3ts that the Egyptian Premier lator expressed criticism of the 
projected British scheme (P,B.S* ,23 .2# ) • 

Meanwhile, it was reported that the, Sudanese delegation was to be reshuffled 
and all its members summoned to Cairo in order to follow the development of the 
talks concerning their country (Ahram.18.2.) . lama'll al-Azhari, the loader of the 
Delegation, and a known supporter of the unity mth Egypt, later stated at a meeting 
20^2.a unlverslty ^uc*os, that ho was against th® "Sudanis ation" schema (Ahroia, 

On the 19th of February the Sudan Government published in Khartum the text 
°r ®:r„ P rovld4n S for the nationalisation , of tho Sudanese people (ANA 10.2. ) . 

The bill, , which is to bo submitted to tho Sudan Advisory Council on the 3rd of 
_aroh, provides that people born. in. Sudan or permanently residing there, are entitled 
to become nationals of Sudan. The bill has been violently criticised by opposition 
parties m Egypt, and it was pointed out that, when enforced, Egyptians will have 
the status of foreigners" vis-d-vis, the Sudanese (Kutla,20.2.) . "Sawt nl-Umm-" 

19.2. described the bill as an important step towards tho disunity of the Nile ’ 
Valley, . while tho Wafd s General secretary charged the Government with full 

responsibility for losing the Sudan (ibid,). 

The Sudan question ie expected to be fully exploited by the opposition in 
tho coming days, and the Government will bo obliged to follow the stream or olso bo 
confronted with a serious crisis. New developments should bo awaited in any enso 
before conclusively stating what the official reaction of the Egyptian Government 
will bo towards the British proposal. 

Go v^jrnment considers monauros to combat" Oo'rarauniam. 

„ , . A checking the spread of communism has been prepared by the 

and + a P 0 ° ial Police Bureau to centralise information 
1/1^ activities has beon^set up (J. d'E.,17.2.). Tho Government has boon 
contemplating anti-Communist measures for- a long time. In January, the Cabinet 
hold a special meeting to discuss the question of Communist activities "which wore I 

apparent recently at tho Fuad University and tho M e h a ll a Textile Factories" (ANA, 27. 1. ) ,| 

As a matter of fact, tho growing Communist influence has resulted in more 
frequent strikes and greater dissatisfaction openly expressed by workers and othor 
sr0 ^P e . : }; n ^' y P t * Honce > whon commenting upon the proposed anti-Communist 
measures, the Wafdist press pointed out that it would have boon bottar to deal with 
C tnnunism either by putting an end to bribery amongst officials, checking high cost : 

01 living or by enforcing social reforms (Sawt al-Umma,Miari,18.2. ) . 

, . u t, ° ndn: ‘- tadzQ bbo Communist danger were previously mads by "Ahrsm" 

which affirmed that Egypt was protected, against Communism by her Islamic principles. 

Iu™nr+°^ °\ S ° COric:Lud ® d that &rit&irl Wf - S onl y using the spoctro of Communism to win 
support for her now policy in tho Middle Bast (EbG. , 29.I. ) . The "Ahrom" allegations 
however are not entirely corroborated by facts. A recant poll in the Fuad University 
!^ W ? d ° f ftudenta favour Communism, 2$ Socialism, while only 18% 

+V •+ 19 Socialism (Boeool-Yussuf,4.2.) , Tho same magazine also stated 

that Communism has succeeded in convincing quite a large number of "Al-Azhor" 
students . it went on to say that "Communist elements, which are numerous at "Al- 
Azhnr , are trying to sabotage religion in this country" (B.G.,19.1.) . i n a lrtor 

nf n r0p ° rt ? d ? n a ? la3h botw ? otl Communists and members of the Moslem Brotherhood, 
in tho Cairo raligious institute (Rose al-Yussuf ,18.2. ) . Similarly "Assas" (20.2.) 
tho^mouthpioco of tho Saadis t party, in an editorial pointed out ' the existence 
of a destructive force , which Egypt is determined to combat. The some qualification 
was also put by "Akhbar ul-Yom" ( 2 4.1.) vMch stressed that "it was useless to deny' 
xno existence of destructive extremist movements, J 
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. It should bo pointed out, however, that .. the,-. : Egyptian Government obviously 
differentiates between the local Communists and tho U.S.S.R* or countries under 
U.S.S.R. influence* "Akhbar ■ al-Yorn 11 (14.2.) put it quite cloar.ly when it wrote 
that M it is tho Government ! s task to combat Communism in tho country, but that this 
has nothing to do with jifeyptVs relations, with .the Eastern Bloc". Thus the Government 
is engaged in commercial talks vdth a Soviet mission, and has sent official 
roprosontativos to Vienna. Bucarost, Budapest and Sofia (Misri, 22. 2. ) * 

Ponding the enforcement of tho now anti- Communist law , tho Government appears 
to have stiff on'od its attitude towards alleged Communists* Those in custody, ponding 
trial, are reported to * suffer ill-treat meat at the hands of tho police and their 
da f on sc council has lodged a protest to this off act (Sawt al-Umma,17 *2* J • 

It is. worthwhile mentioning that the pro-Gcvornmcnt proas have attempted to discriminate 
against local Communists by claiming that they were closely cooperating 1 with the 
Wofd (Akhor Sa l a,30.1. & 11.2.). Other discriminating, attempts .also came from ^ 

"Hose al-Yuasuf " (18.2.) who alleged that several Egyptian Jews, in the ranks of tho 
Communist party, are in fact more "Zionist agents M * 


Moslem Brothers store arms*. . _ „ 

On the 20th of February, between 10 .30 and 11 P*M*,, the Islamic Ec.lotio ns 
Office, Cairo, which belongs to the Moslem, Brotherhood, was bAdly damaged by an 
explosion which shook buildings in an area of 10 kilcac-tres (J * d f E. ,21.2. ) . Tho 
Office was being used for a farewell party, to 55 Moslem Brother volunteer from' 

Suez, Alexandria and F : aqus before their departure for Palestine (iAkhbar ■ nl-Yom^?! # 
'Ahr am , 22*2.).. Several persons were injured, amongst whom was the wife of the Mu.tt- 
of Poland who lives in the same building (.Misri, 22 . 2, ) . ■ Among those who attendee 
the banquet was Mahmud Labib, leader of the B rp therhood volunteer,' squMM Afchbar 
al-Yom, 21.2* ) , who escaped injuries. Hass an al-Bnnnn expected to attend , 
apologised for not doing so and did not attend ( J • d’E.,21.2.). 


According to a police report following the investigations, a grenade wont off 
accidentally exploding ammunitions tstorod in the building (ANA & R. , 21. J . .as^an 
al-B anna, when interrogated by the investigators said that two Palestine Ara.s n 
had requested his authorisation to keep explosive and blankets m the premisos, 
and that he had egrood ( Ahrcm,22.2. ) * Further reports ITom tho. exports^ as to ho 
cause of tho explosion, considered the possibility of the explosives having been 
discharged . as & result of the heat of tho covering blankets (ibid. ) * Ihosu 
various semi-official reports. did not prevent some newspapers from charging _ 

Zionists or Communists with the responsibility for tho explosion. Thus. ^ C * T ' 
y 0 ~" 1 212) wrote that polico, investigators bolieve that Zionists -who suoooodon m 
infiltrating into Egypt could bo tho plotters of tho outrage. Similarly tho avm 
paper explained that Communists might also bo tho culprits as difference 0 
opinion had recently come out between Communists and Moslem Brothers on a pla ud 
demonstration on the cocnsion of tho 21st of February • 

Thoso rllog.&tions of course woro. mount to divert public opinion. In ouy 
tho accidental blowing up of the Moslem Brothorhood and Islamic Solutions. 
is furthor testimony to. the fact that the Moslem Brothers are storing aims Ji 
explosives in their various premises. 


LEBiJTON AMD SYRIA 


<=a, »«d Gm, the of 'pimtgm, 

rordl liortm oof Eiydh oo-Sulh on tho 18th MM, .l^ood o provi.ioool oetoomont, 
’carding to which free trade between the two countries «l 11 continue until tno 31st 
arch, and allowing that durivig tho same period tho . currency ^of oach^coun^ry^^. 


transfer of money botvfoon one. 


icceptable at tho customs of tho other. - -uwevur, +ho 

country and tho other will bo subject to obtaining special permission from th 
respective Financo Ministers. The two pextios further undertook to ipau^r.te 
legotintions concerning thoir Common Interests not later than ) 

(Misri, 19 *2* ) . * ■ J 
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Although this agreement gave, rise to optimistic declarations by as-Sulh 
and iu o,rdam in respect- of future relations between Lebanon and Syria,' it only 
represents a very temporary sottlotoont of their relations designed to avoid chaos, whiol 
might prove harmful to both countries * In fact, even before the monetary issue the 
Common Interests Convention was’- extended to fhe^lst ^arch* Tho present agreement 
corroborates . the extension with some important limitations resultant from tho 
separation of currencies* The agreement does not refer at all to the monetary 
problem, .but recommends a final settlement of the economic issues between the two 
countries in the light of the separation of currencies* 

Tho article providing for free trade between Syria and Lebanon, evon for a 
period of one month as stated in tho agreement, appears to be a serious handicap 
to Syria. . means that Syria’s plan for procuring hard currency by blocking the 
Lebanese border and by retaining for overseas . export all surplus products mil bo 
seriously affected* However, the Syrian Government may. still circumvent this 
provision by hinting to Syrian oxportersto withold their transports to Lebanon. 


gelations with Britain* 

Despite the statement made by a Foreign Office spokesman that Britain 
would not .reply to the ^rnqi^Je^ acting the Portsmouth Treaty (H*,9«2*),. it vms 
disclosed by “Abram” (17*2*) that Sir Henry Hack, British Ambassador to Baghdad, 
had submitted to tho ‘Iraqi government Britain's reply* According to “Abram”, it 
allegedly .stated that B r it&in considered the 1930 Treaty still valid and made it 
clear that as long as 'Iraq did not insist, Britain would not revise tho Treaty. 

As regards the Portsmouth Treaty, the reply deecrbied it as being in tho interests 
of ’Iraq, adding that tho opposition against it and the riots ensuing from it resulted 
from a misunderstanding* This version of tho roply is consistent with a further 
report concerning tho Jnbr-Bevin Treaty,- to- the- effect that it -was understood that 
for tho moment there was no desire apparent in Whitehall to secure its ratification 
by. th© well-worn means used on. previous occasions, tho idea being to let tho new 
Government stew in its own juice for a while (P.P. ,20*2* ) • 

“Misri" (22*2*), however, reported that the Baghdad papor ”Al~Sa f a”, which . 
it described as being the mouthpiece of the present Government, wrote that the 
British reply, stressing Britain s, desire to maintain peace in th© K.E* and to. 
continue her good rolations vath ‘Iraqy stated that Britain was ready to enter now 
negotiations for the modification of the I 93 Q .Treaty* Anyhow “Misri” (21 *2.) 
reported that the Cabinet bad prepared' cv response to the British roply* 

It seems that regardloss of the likelihood of a joint regional defence 
pact between the A^ab states and Britain, ' the ‘Iraqi Government and various political 
personalities havo no wish to preclude the possibility of resuming* bilateral 
negotiations with Britain aimed at modifying tho old 1930 . Treaty* To this ond a 
good many statements have been mado: Homdi Pachachi, the Foreign Minister, disclosed 
that the 'Iraqi Note of rejection of tho Portsmouth draft Treaty mentioned in 
addition that the ’Iraqi Government wanted soon.to resume talks with Britain' regarding 
the conclusion of a now Treaty ( Ahrsm,13*2* j • also told the “Daily Telegraph” 
correspondent in Cairo that ‘Iraq would begin a sorios of new talks with the 
recently-appointed British Ambassador to Baghdad ( Ahr '-in, 10 *2. ) . Similarly, Premier 
Muhammad al-Sndr told AP that the rejection of tho Portsmouth Treaty would not 
affect friendly relations between ’Iraq and Britain as far as ‘Iraq was concerned 
(Misri,11.2* ) • Pida al-Shabibi, the present Minister of Education, when asked what 
was preferable from the ‘Iraqi standpoint - the continuance of tho I 93 O Treaty or 
now negotiations - gave an, evasive answer, , while Daoud al-Haidari, Minister of State, 
when asked the same question, answered that he thought that the conclusion of a new 
treaty was of greater value to ‘Iraq (Misri,15*2. ) . Sheikh Mahdi Kubbeh, present 
Minister. of Supply and President of the Istiqlal party, also asserted that the I 93 O 
Treaty should be , modified . In a like manner, Muhammad Hudaid, Vice-President of tho 
National Democrat; party stated that. the rejection of the Portsmouth Treaty did not 
mean the acceptance of th© 1930 Treaty (Ahrom,l6*2* ) * ' ■ 
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, . A further "Indie ntion that .'Iraq is 'rol«cing. : her former attitude is provided by 
V Akron's" report [i6.,2.J that although there is no sign of agreement ^ to . the idea of 
c. joint defense board as pro jointed .in the Porsmouth Treaty (on this ^pcint the British 
mostly insisted j , some circles would not object to its formation as "a mere consultative 
body. ■ 

Nevertheless ,, some 'Iraqi. circles arc inclined to leave... the T93O Treaty unchanged 
until it expires in 1952,, since Britain does not seem likely, to make any further concession 
( Ahram,18*2. ) . 

In any c as o , from the assertion made by 'Abd al- 'Aziz al-^assab , the Speaker 
of .the Chamber, to the off Oct that the 1 Iraqi nation by its very nature supports 
"Democracy" in its struggle with the Eastern Bloc (Ahran,l6.2. ) it may be understood 
that •Iraq still prefers British friendship with its limitations to absolute lack of 
commitment. 

Before commencing new talks, the •Iraqi Government will bo obliged to wait 
until the disturbances in the country are quelled. Furthermore, all parties agree 
that new negotiations should be preceded by the dissolution of the Chamber, the 
election of a new one and the setting up of. a strong coalition Government which 
would initiate new negotiations# In the event that Britain objected stubbornly 
to the modification of the Treaty ’Iraq might bring hor complaint to the 
Security Council ( Abram, 18.2. ) •' 

Unmindful of Government deliberations, it appears that the * Iraqi press have 
used a harsh tone against Britain, a fact which led the British Ambassador to lpdge 
o, protest with the Government, declaring that such a tone was inconsistent with tha 
mutual friendship existing between the two’ s tst.es (Ahram,l6.2. ) . As a result of 
this protest (which was not affirmed in London official circles - "Ili3ri%17*2. ) f 
the press was asked^ef rain from its attacks f Ahram,l6. 2. ). Another outburst of anti- 

British feelings was the attempt to sabotage water-pipes a tid electrical wires leading . 

to the British airbase in Shaiba. Here too th© 'Iraqi authorities intervened, the 
District Commissioner of Basrah declaring that those assets were the property of the 
Government and threatening the saboteurs with punishment ( Assas,20 .2*) • Furthermore, 
in demonstrations in Baghdad, Sulaimaniah, al-Hall&h and Romadu touched off by the 
Cabinet decision to dissolve the Chamber ( see below) , the demonstrators shouted 
anti -British slogans and attacked British reading-rooms (Kutla, 21.2. ) • 

Internal State of Affairs. 

On the 17th February "Misri" reported that the Cabinet had adopted a resolution 
to dissolve the Chamber "because it does not represent the nation and was not properly 
elected" (Abram, 20. 2.) . This decision was discussed by Premier Muhammad al-Sadr 
in his two-day visit to the Regent who is spending a vacation in Sursong, in northern j 
'Iraq (K u tla, 20 .2. ) . Th.e decision seems to be rather abrupt sinca the Chamber wa a 
adjourned for two months on 3rd February, after the now Government was constituted. 

In explanation of this measure it may be maintained that the Cabinet was provokod to 
this decision by growing pressure from those of its mombers who were neither members 
of the Senate nor of the Chamber, and by those who had alleged fraud in tho last 
elections (such as the Istiqlal party). Senator M a hdi Hub boh was reported the day 
before (Ahrem,l6.2. ) to have said that since his Istiqlal party had not acknowledged 
the legality of tho Chamber it still insisted on its being dissolved as demanded in 
the joint manifesto of the parties. 

Another explanation suggests that tho dissolution aims at divoflting the former 
ministers of their parliamentary immunity so that they may bo tried on charges of 
responsibility for the bloodshed in the recent disturbances ( Ahrom,19.2. ) • 

That this is still an important problem may be concluded from the fact that in 
a meeting callod by Premier Muhammad nl—Sadr to discuss the situation, the principal 
demand of the leaders of the country's three parties, the National Democrats, tho 
Liberals and the Istiqlal, was for the due punishment of those responsible for the 
bloodshed (Misri, 18.2. ) . In this connection it was reported that Jamal Bahan 
Deputy of the former Premier, and Jomil *Abd al— Wahhab , the former Minister for 
Social Affair 3 , repudiated any such responsibility saying that they had resigned 
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from the Cabinet before the riots (Misri,17.2.K^ As for the ex-Premier Saleh Jnbr. 
it was decided to -bring, him. back from abroad to face- the investigation comaittoo ■ 
Uhrcm, 19 . 2 . : ). ( It,, was later reported that the inwstigati on /actually interrogated 
some format, ministers, And high-rahking^ officials (WLari,22»2.). /oommitteo 

+ u f h u Ui;i ^ ti0 ' teid , ' thr ' t ahoul(i a minister be fbuhd responsible ho will have 
to b© tried by a high tribunal which, e-coofding to the 'Iraqi legislation, is to 
be presided .over by the President of tho Senate - Nufi Sa'id, who was a member of. 
the former Cabinet ahd played an important folo in the conclusion oPfbrtsmouth ... 
Treaty (ibid.). Accidentally) NUri Sa'id Was reported to bo intending to leave 
:-. Ira » !° r the m 0 ** oi sottUng in Turkey (Asa&d>2$i2.). With relation to this 
issue it was rumoured that Jamil al-Kadfa'i, pfoSent Minister of the. Interior, ' 
hrd tendered his resignation, pefslfltotftath his opinion that all details about the 1 
recent disturbances should be kopt seoret (Miari,l6.2» ) I 

Unreliable as it may bo, this rumour should bo coupled with report g in 
Baghdad press about the infirm stand of the Government and the possible resignation 
of some of it3 members ( Ahrom,18,2. ) . . 

At Inst, in view of tho imminent election-campaign, it may worth while 
mentioning that the Government allowed the existing political parties to : sot up 
branches throughout the country, something which was previously forbidden (Ahram, 

lOt 2*1* 
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- Weekly Survey . . • 

• . GENERAL 

Inter-Arab Solidarity v» Britain ? ■ * 

It -iiould appear that one of the keys to an understanding of the current crisis 
in Anglo- Ar^b relations lies with l&ypt. This is not an altogether new conception. 

The Egyptian press, particularly that of the Opposition, has continually emphasised 
that there could be no question of Britain settling her problems with the rest of the 
Arab World as- long as 'She persists in ignoring Egypt's fundamental demands, and that 
any agreement reached with them was bound to founder on the Egyptian deadlock (.see our 
issue TTo*18). But whereas this sort of talk could bo dismissed, up to a very recent 
date, as mere propaganda ‘and a bargaining device, since no tangible pronl of .real Arab 
backing: for Egypt evidenced, the 'Iraqi d^b&cla and the reported Syro- Lebanese 

negative attitude towards the B r itish bilateral treaty offers to them and Sa'.udi 
Arabia seem to indicate that Egyptian diplomatic pressure has been at work in the 
Arab Capitals. The causal nexus between it end the 'Iraqi ebullition must wait for 
further elucidation, but it is obvious that Egypt could not have looked on, idly whilst 
an Ar : --b League member- State was negotiating a treaty which’ Egyptian public opinion . 
regarded as a "stab, in the back".’ It is significant, as "Sawt al-Umma" ( 2 S * 1 *. ) was 
eager to detect, that the Baghdad demonstrators, did not only clamour for British 
evacuation of 'Iraq but also of all Arab' States and that reports from there, if v;e are 
to believe the same paper, show that Egypt and Palestine were among the factors which 
provoked the outbreak.. It will also be remembered that the Lebanese, proposal to Sa’ucli 
Arabia And the tour, to Riyadh and Chiro of Muhsin Barrel ,. stated to be the, personal 
envoy of President - Quwatli , was preceded (though not immediately) by the delivery of a 
secret dispatch from F,grouq to the Presidents of the Levant States and Trans, jorum. 

The content of the: message, it is generally stated , bears on Palestine or the fight 
agvin-st Communism, but persistent rumours have it that it is connected with the British 
defence plans for the Middle East (Mu samar at, 1.2. ) . 

Besides, tho Lebanese demarche, it' is said, was not confined to Sa'udi. A r abia alone. 

It is reported that the Lebanon had proposed to the Ar^-b Le agu e that the member St., too 
should conclude an in Arab military alliance which would prohibit the signing; ox-- 
separate sgreements with non-members States before consulting, and obtaining the consent 
of , the other members and- included a drowse calling for tho League Charter to bo 
modified accordingly* This report was, hoy/over, denied by 'Azzem and Riadh Solh ( ilir;‘JA,29*l* j 
But this political move is said to have been followed by an economic one. According: to 
"Assas n (29*1*) the Lebanese Govt, suggested to the Lergue that a collective commercial 
agreement between the member States be conducted 'which would provide for (a) no 
commercial treaties liable to prejudice tho interests of the League would bo made between 
them and non-member .States; (b) determining the economic relations betvzoon the League 
States and the principles of mutual supply and exchange of goods; (c) defining 
the attitude of the Arab States- towards the anti-Zionist boycott and the economic 
policy decided upon by the recent Arab Premiers Conference in Qniro. This move m y have ~ 
toon . actuated by the widespread Lebanese dissatisfaction with exis, ting economic relations 
with the Arab League States, as a result of (a) the boomerang effect of the . anti- 
Zionist boycott on the Lebanese economy which the "sister" countries have con si .-.to.ntly- ■ — -- 
ignored and (b) the constant economicf-ri-ction -between the” 'Lob anon and her ^grian 
■neighbour culminating in the present quarrel over the question of remainin; •; the 
franc area. These considerations, 'coupled with the political factors (o.g. the, anti- 
British bias of the Iiar*nites, see issue E 0 .I 9 ) may also have ultimately prompted 
her to give practical evidence of her solidarity with Egypt* 

.An interesting feature which la'ndj. further support to tho hypothesis of partial 
Egypt! fjn authorship -of the Arab reactions mentioned above, are the conclusion strived 
at by a committee recently set up by the Egyptian .Foreign Ministry for . tho "co-ordination 
of Egyptian foreign policy"*- This committee has met several times during tho past three 
weeks and is understood to have formulated the following principles in its report to 
the Ministry: a) The restriction of Egyptian policy to its narrov/ local framework 
cannot realise Egypt's aspirations b) Since Egypt has made tho Arab League the axis of 


! 
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her policy in the international f-ren.:., she must direct public opinion in 

the neighbouring countries torards the unification of the A^ab political plans 

and their external problems for the purpose of setting up an A r ab solidari 
A-vis th“ foreign Powers in general, and-Britain in particular. It follow,, -^om 
the "oolloctiva "°policy that urgent steps should be taken to thwart Britain ^attempts 
to conclude separate ^reements with the - A mb Status und to imbue tho . ^ 

conviction that any agreement of this nature is but an axe _ for t o 
League Charter and the A r s.b bloc policy. Tha political-Hxicencie. .compel gyp 
declare that she will reject any- proposal which is not ba%^ o^ coin ^se 
of the relations botwoon Britain and the Arab States as a vfrole, ^cl^r.-tion must 
ba freely endorsed by the League members. Conversely, ™ members _,7ill . sign 
ogroomont -.Mob is not part of a general' settlement mth ^ypt and. the *i-b East. 

Britain’s contention that she must be responsible for the security of the laddie 
B,-t^nnot serve as a basis for ah agreement, since the security of this .arenas xh* 
sole responsibility, of its peoples, provided they are given the necessary 
means, , and furthermore it depends, on the extent oi their confidence in Britain 
Win turn is dependent on Britain’s willingness to recognize their claims and 
to remove tho restrictions . , on , , arms and thor^ng of this social stanaers product 
‘bv. Britain's political domination (Dif a 1 ., 29 E£>yptJ • 

These principles Are not likely to come .as Surprise to the rest , of Arab 3tates> 
and indeed may have been influenced by previous consultations aaththei?. According, 
to " \l-her Sr (2Q.1.) the Arab leaders had discussed ( at the iremers Comerencaj 
Se prtblJvif- "pieceme f.l settlements', and had decided against them, 

against, any military treaty made before, Britain had come tc,fi.n understand feth ^,/pt. 

■ This now orientation of Egypt implies, it would seem,, that she has ij-nully 
dvspcired of reaching single-handed Satisfactory solution of her problems with 
Britain. And this conviction, we are told by Jon hnsch.6 (.Pal.. ^ost ,1. 2.- ) , 
lair the- British. It there has ever been a gliirmer of .hope, for a compromise, the 
repudiation of the 'Anglo- ’Iraqi Treaty and the fate of, its ’Iraqi signatory has • 
extinguished it, as they will doubtless act on Noqrashi as a. most effective deterrent. 

It is not a question of the terms proposed by Britain, a ays the "Manchester Guardian ,. 
(quoted by Kutla.Bl.l. ) because any terms and any concessions to Britain will o 
roleoted by the Arab People and.. there are very few Arab leaders whose position 
is *0 strong that they can 4^0 to brave peoples' with. As a result Mmche reports, 
on alternate plag is. being gradually developed. It envisages ionna.tion.pf_c. dofo o 
. -bloc which would include 'Iraq, T r ans jordnn, Sa’udi Arabia and s,yraa,mth lakistrn 
th supplant Efeypt and to assume the leadership of tho bloc; as a consequence, it is 
presumed, Egypt would be politically isolated and its influence in the A r ab League 
weakened .. Significantly enough, the Lebanon hu3 been left out of the scheme ( geo_ a ove) , 
Syria is. to be won for the new plan- by -Britain's abandoning tho Greater oyria 
schema ^nd T r ensjordaa compons e-tod for the letter by changes in her rea y wi r ;J_ ' n 

and a more generous subsidy from tho British Treasury, hr. Marshall is said c - ° 

given assurances of the fullest American support for .tho scheme. 

That such s. plan could have boon maintained in spite of the 'Iraqi setback 
presupposes . a considerable degree of optimism regarding future relations with Iraq. 

As far as treaty relations with the four Arab States specified above ore concerned tta.ro 
is much to warrant such an outlook. As, to Syria, the separation of her currency irom 
the franc (sea Syria), is likely to open up c W.ido field of economic cooper a ion 
-Trirbh- the-.-et^riW^^oU-^ • ./fhis^.in addition to hor hither to frie naly ,-tti „aus 

towards Britain and tho letters ' concessions regarding Greater ayria may vsiy ^a 
induce her ultimately (in spite of her reported refusal, se^abovo) to join tho -ntish 
camp. As -a. powerful stimulus in this direction may serve Ibn Sa ud a st.nd. 

And here things look rather hopeful for Britain. The t.'Jks which hod ori ri . u. y , 

token place at TH-yndh between Ibh S ,.'ud ' and tho British Ambassador ^hor. * ‘-r- otuteu 
by Hafez Vfehba, the Sa’udi Ambassador to London, to be progressing and are. expected to 
continue in London shortly (Misri,3 .1. ) . Regarding Transjordan dr. Bevin is expected 
tc meet tho wish of the former's iqvernment for a general revision ol the „ 

Trsns Jordan Treaty, as uoll as 9 f its military annex (S.,3.2.). Thus a situation .u,y 
be, created soon thereby 'Iraq would be surrounded by a ring of British ,-llie 
powerfully -b'acbjd by tho U*S*a* 
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EGYPT 

External Situation ' , 

The Egypt! an "press agrees almost unanimously that the Ira^i iie,SQO.H^ lor 
the time- being 1 ruined' the chances for resuming., Anglo-Egyptian negotiations. 

. The press continues to extol the ’'revolutionary' movement’* of the ’Iraqi people, 

"who have foiled the Imperialistic designs of Britain” (Ahram,28*l; Zam^n, 29*^5 
Mussamarat ,1.2.etc.)* "Rose el-Youssof” (28*1.) simply assorts that political 
circles in T£ypt rejoiced at the British failure, because thqy had feared they would 
have to follow 'Iraq’s example. *Tvlisri n (28.1.) carried a report that a .recently . 
established "committee for co-ordinating Egyptian foreign policy”, headed by Ksnil 
Abdur-Rahim, . Uudor-Socrotary for Foreign Affairs had" do elded among other things to 
recommend &■ more closer co-ordination of the policy of tho Arab Lo- ,.,guo St^t^, 
designed tc "frustrate the British plans of contracting" separate treaties with tho 
Arab States". Although in the following day -the Foreign Ministry published an express 
denial of this report (Mieri,29*l. ) , . it seems that the Egyptian Government views with 
disfavour any immediate ro sumption of the negotiations, as long as such negotiations 
could be construed as an accept&nceof the British demands for a common : .d of on c.u 
scheme.'-, There wore reports that tho U.£. was supporting Britcdn and opposing 
unconditional withdrawal (Akhbar al- Yom, 24 * 1 . ) , that wore denied by a British 
Foreign Office spokesman (Misri,31*l* ) * 

In this connection, it should be . noted; that some prominent personalities 
..like Hafez Ramadan, ’Aziz nl-Masri, 'All ^llub a have openly declared that Egypt 
should at present join®'noithor of ‘the two world blocs and in the event -of war should 
remain neutral*. Masri add G ^ that she could ultimately join the stronger bloc, 
while Saleh Harb advocated a pro-Western orientation dependent on complete 
evacuation, "otherwise we might even join tho devil” (Akhor Sa'a,29.1; Mussawar, 

■ 30.I.) Objection to a special treaty with B ritoin on the ground that -it would 

naturally be construed by Russia as directed against her, wore voiced by 
"Musawwar” (23.I.). Mahmud Ghana am, D 0 puty-S e cret ary of the Wof d ,’evon stntou that 
Egypt should orientate its policy in the light of the stand taken by the Powers 
in considering the case before the Security Council, e.g. a tentative suggestion 
of a prc-Rubsias attitude, whereas "Sawt tl-Umma” (3l*’l.) attacked the Government 
for participating in tho Hawnria .Economic Conference which is regarded us "an 
additional stop towards joining , the western bloc.* 

The cautious remarks of Sir Ronald Campbell, who returned to Egypt on the 
3.0th January, further confirms the view that negotiations will not be resumed in 
the near future* He said that, .his task was .to remove difficulties preventing 
c final agreement and that Mr. Bevin still hoped that such an agreement was 
possible H e had. now come to convey to Egypt the opinion of London on this matter 
after he had fulfilled the corresponding trek in London- But members of his 
entourage declared that it was highly improbable that negotiations would be resumed 
in. the near future (Misri,3l*l. ) • 

Britain... Replies to Erast i an Note on, S udan . , 

.The constitutional future of the Sudan remains -therefore the only problem 
on. .which, direct Anglo-Egyptian contactexists. "Zarn&n” reported on the 29th that 
: 'a not’e containing the British reply to the recent Egyptian noto on tho c o as tit u tA o ruJ. 
reforms in the Sudan had been delivered to 'Amr in London and forwarded by Vam^ 
to the Egyptian Government* The paper assorts, that, tho British had stated in this 
note that "since the Sudanese Government could not .again, postpone its scheme 
of "Sudanis ation" in conformity with the demands of the Sudanese people, the scheme 
would be submitted to the Sudanese Advisory Council .in its forthcoming session in 
March* The British however proposed, the formation of 0. committee composed of two 
British and two Egyptian members, neither , of whom kas to be an official, to study 
this scheme and suggest modifications which wou Id ^e- submitted to the Advisory 
Council* The Gcvernor-Gonera.1 would bo requested to cQnsult the British and the 
Egyptian Governments before taking' political, /.constitutional and international 
steps. This has been generally confirmed by "Misri” (1*2; 2. 2.) whose reports 
do not, contain the last provision but add* that the Govornor-G-enoral himself should 
; formulate -a. new scheme, to be submitted to the combinod commission, the non- 
official character of which was ‘ stressed. , . 
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If these reports are correct, and they correspond to early. British reaction 
describing the Bfeyptian proposals as "irreal and too, far-reaching, liable to impede 
the implementation of the whole scheme M (Economist, Ahram, 26 .i* ) ^ then the Egyptian 
proposal ; set fc.rth in their last note ,huvo not been met at all, but the door has been 
loft- open .for further negotiations.. ‘It should bo borne in mindjtoo, that there were 
unconfirmed 1 reports that Egypt, has also, proposed the formatidn ,of , a mixed committee 
that; would include Sudanese representatives to 'study the ' various suggested schemes •• 

The fact that a British reply to the Egyptian hot© on the, constitutional 
reforms in the Sudan, had teen delivered :,was confirmed by Not^rashi himseif, who 
stated that the advisory body of,, the Cabinet -was studying it (Abram,. 1.2. ) . ’'Misri" 

.( 1.2.) reports this matter will be the main topic of the forthcoming talks bo two on 
-Noqrashi and Campbell. Londohcircles are optimistic about the outcome of those talks. 
Noqrushi has again stated his concili sc tory policy in this respect, whon, in answering 
.interpellations in the Ch w^ber on the Sudanese problem he accepted full responsibility 
for the Egyptian Government 's, complete support of Sudanese self-government and 
failed to indicate the Government fs attitude to the Sudanese Governor-General 's 
recent anti-l^yptian steps (Ahroin, 28*1.)* . 


- A Russian trade mission, headed by M. Menchokoff, Deputy Commissar for Foreign, 
Trade, is now conducting talks in Gedro. There, was a great deal. of proliminary 
contact in Nov ember-De comber 1947 (Mi3ri,27*lj Assas,3f*l*, see also our issue 
14 (41)), till the official Russian delegation finally arrived, on the 24th January 
(Misri, 26.I* ) . Noqrashi in reply to a question raised in the Senate by a Whilst 
Senator, regarding the severance of trade relations between ggypt and Russia, 
stated that the Egyptian Government did not spare of forts to . strengthen ■economic 
relations vdth' other states, among them Soviet Russia. ’’Misri* 1 had previously 
(24.1.) published an article calling on the Government to foster. trade relations' 
with Russia. 

The Russians are willing, to buy about 100,000 tons of, Egyptian long stoic- 
cotton, whereas Egypt is mainly interested in Russian vheat, owing to the serious 
wheat shortage (sob. 'cur last issu0N o . 18 (45)). Egypt will receive about 150,000 
tons and there were also reports that the -Soviets might supply barley, wood and 
paper if demands for Russian... kero sine wore refused (Miri,26,l; 27 «i; Assns ,30 .1. ) . 

The main difficulty encountered in these talks is the fixing of the prices of 
goods.. ,.tO' be delivered by both sides* Since the cotton is valued at much mere 
than the wheat, Russia will have to .pay an additional sum to Egypt. There also 
differences that must be reckoned with in tho currency exchange (j. d’E.1.2; 

Misri, 29. 1* ) . There are also reports that Egypt is about, to sign a financial 
agreement with Rumania. Since Egyptian debts in Rumania were frozen, during the war, '. 
Egyptian importers from Rumania were required to deposit 3 0$ °f their payments to 
Rumania in Egypt. This state of affairs has- considerably hampered- trade between 
the two countries. The new agreement would settle these accounts and encourage 
mutual trade (Misri, 17 .1. ) . It is reported that Egypt has sent an -envoy to Bulgaria 
to prepare for restoration of normal, relations between the two countries (Misri, 1^*1*) * 
"Ahram" (29.I.) reports, that Yugoslavia will sell 20.000 tons of maize to Egypt. 

This would considerably improve the grave food situation that exists in Egypt* 

Trad© talks with Norway have .broken down. The Norvegians asked for cotton in 
return for the sale of fish.,, whereas tho Egyptians demanded wood and papor 
■ ('Ah-r-am,-!-. 2 .p. : 8 .1.. .. . " 

Egypt Demands Evacuation of Poles and Yugoslavs 

The Egyptian Government has tftongly demanded the evacuation within a three 
.months period of Polish and Yugoslav troops stationed in the Canal Zone by tho 
British (Ahram, 28.1* ) • These troops had boon there evor since, the war and' have 
refused to bo repatriated. Th© Egyptian Government had protested strongly to 
Mr. Ghapman-Andrews against retaining -them in Egypt (A. P.,28.1* ) *, Although London 
did not confirm theso -reports 'ANA (29*1*) disclosed that the first steps to evacuating 
them were actually being taken. There were 600 Yugoslavs there, six of whom arc 
wanted by the Yugoslav Government as war criminals. Both tho Polos- and tho Yugoslavs 
are of course opponents of tho present regime in those countries (Ahram 3 l,2* ) « 

"Sawt al-Umma” (31*1.) demands an official statement on the matter. 
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Communism Spreading in Egypt 


'The: Egyptian .authorities seam ..to he. much concerned by the -spreading ;oi 
what is : . describe.^ as ."Communist ideas Tl in t, he country.* -The, social unrest- which 
prov atl-s nq.w ip j%ypt is apparently cleverly exploited by leftist groups*- In- 
. .Parliament , a deputy urged, the... Gpvprnmoht to . check the ; .rising, cost, of living in. 

, order to avoid the .spreading of Communist principles (Sawh al-Ummu,-20:*l. ) . .It 
appears,, however, that. Communist .principles -.have- already spread to soveral cla^a^s 
of the population . , Evop. in London, left mng activities, of Egyptian student.-; mere 
-..reported, and the Egyptian Ambassador was • requested, by his Governmont-^to tarn.:. 
action", (E*G ; * , 26 *12*.47 )-•. Xhe^l^ypti an: Government is, reported considering the 
introduction of an,, amend' meat to., the criminal legislation in order, to permit- tie 
punishment . of Communist, elements. (Muasavrer^O .1, ) *, Duo , to the: lack of proper- 
legislation, alleged Communists arrested have so far been released after their 


cases wore brpught. to the Court, 


Despite a press campaign- pointing .out that Communism is in contradiction 
to Islam. (Kutla,l6,.l. ) , thorp were several reports that it has spread to; the. 
religious Azhcr faculty (Rose. ol-Yussef,, 28*1* ),. while- other reports displo so that 
3tudont3 in tho Egyptian University had shouted ."Communism, above Islam* 1 , 
(Mussawar,30*l* ) . .. . 


Thg stronghold of Communism in Egypt seems howvor to be conterod in 
industrial workers of ..tho Mohalla ol-Kobra textile manufactures* A few days bof-rre 
the electipns of the Mohalla. trade unions committees v/ere due, tho Under. Secret:. ry 
of Social Affairs, and the Director of Public Security held a. mooting; to. discuss 
the situation in. Mohalla ol-Kobra .( Ahram,l6.1 . ) . Following that mooting,,, poll cm 
and army . contingents were sent to Mohalla, ol-Kobra and wide searches; for : 
Communists" wore carried , put* As., a result, '60 workers wore-, reported arte. ,, h-awe. b^en 
arrosted and. a considerable: amount of Communist propaganda material; alloged to 
have boon, seized ( S awt al-.Umma, 23. 1 * ) ♦ The searches and arrests continued fox 
days afterwords, bringing the total number of workers arrested to 72 (Sort c.1- 
Umna,25 *l,5-) * They ’will all bo. brought to trial chargod with porpot rating "activities 
aiming; at overthrowing .tho pre sent constitutional ‘ regime " ( S awt al-Umma, 2J « 1 • i • 


• . ‘ ' SUDAN - 

Nile. Valley Remains United : ; .... 

The split among the pro-Unity of the Nile Volley parties continues ( see 
our issue No. 15(42) ). Attempts were made by an Egyptian deputy visiting the baton 
( Ahram,5*l* ) , & body . of independent- leaders ( Ahram,7 «1» ) apd by the /Students ! 

Union (Misri,17 *1* ) to = bridge the . gulf between the Ashiqqa and the Graduates; 5 
Congress which is dominated by the Ashiqqa. party and botvyoon the other three -, 
Federalist parties: the Federalists, the, ...Liberals and tho Unity of the Nile Valley 
party* But all those attempts failed bo caps of the two sides could not agroo on the 
composition of the now: body which was to direct the activities of tho united 
front, nor could they agree on the re . constructed Sudanese delegation in Egypt, 
which pow is composed only gf ; represents tivesof tho Ashiqqa and one .independent 
member -Ahmad Khair, who. opposes their policy ( The ; Ashiqqa generally support 
Noqrashi, while evincing, pro-Wafdist leanings (Ahr a%,9 •!•)!• 

Both sid.es also ; .rdi:£forod qn tho -.cqmpct once of the new body, tho Ashiqqa 
demanding that , the political function, of : tho .Graduates Convention, ... "tho cradle 
of tho movement", should. ,bo- maintained, ; while, the other .three parties demanded 
that. the. now. bqdy should be . ompov/ored to make; political decisions , 2b*l.) * 

Both sides- are. unwilling to. compromise tho. Ashiqqa who are the largest party 
arc unwilling to f orgq , their, dominant position, while the other parties are 
determined -to refuse any proposal which would give the Ashiqqa a majority in. 
tho now bodies to be constituted* They accuse this party and its. loader Ismakil 
al-Aahari, of having monopolised all oxtornal political activities of tho pro- 
Unity of Nile Volley movement (Misri,19 .1; 22*1. ) . 

. v . Meanwhile the Ashiqqa: have . again proved tho-ir hold on tho,. Graduates * . ; - 
Convention as indicated by the results- of tho • election. to its. local branches.;. 

They emerged with a complete victory (Kutla, 20 *1$30 ,1, ) ,. In the pro-Unity ox Nile , 
Valley movement this party has remained dominant. 
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Proportions for Legislative Assembly 

The Sudanese Government continues to m eke actual proportions for the 
elections of the Legislative- Assembly provided for in the nov; constitutional scheme 
for the Sudan > although no -final agreement has as yet been' reached between Egypt 
and Britain' on this matter '(-soo above) . - The.' Council : of tho Northern Districts has 
already taken actual steps' in- preparation for the elutions and- the’ choice of 
candidates ■ (I/tLsri^lJ *li ) * The 'Public Rq latio ns 0 f f i c e of the Sudanese Government 
has announced that -tho. district governors are consulting local leaders and officers 
on the ©lections! (Suwt al-Umma,19.1. ) ; These governors were instructed to prepare 
suggested methods ol indirect elections for rural districts, and for the district of 
Darfur. Candidates had already been, nominated (Msri-,25.1; ) . ' "Kutla" ( 29 . 1. ) even 
-reported that Noqrashi had-, agreed to these steps and that the Independents had definitel: 
decided to participate in the elections, Federalists possibly, also. 

The Independence Front has howovor published a statement in v/hich they demand 
several modifications in the. constitutional scheme prepared by the Sudanese 
administration before they could agree to r "participate in . the Legislative Assembly, 
.Theydomand that the Assembly- should represent 1 both- the 'Nor thorn arid "the Southern part 
of the Sudan.! Tho executive 1 council which- should include Sudanese' should be 
responsible to the Assembly.', ‘After three years the condominium should be permanently 
terminated and the Sudanese be free to determine their destiny (ANA, 25*1, J* 

These demands are very similar to the modified demands' submitted by F&ypt. 

! While the Independents- are thus still reserving their comments and the 
pro-Unity- of Nile Valley supporters have declared they would boycott tho Assembly, 
the two religious factions* the followers of, tho 'Mahdi family the Ansar , . arid the 
followers of Mirghani- the Khatamiya, are reported to be ready to participate 
■ in the. Elections* But their 'participation depends on tho nbv/ ^Assembly, really 
constituting a Parliamentary' body •’ (Sawt "&i~Ummu,9vlj Ahrom, 20.1, ) • Since the two 
f actionsareJ-mpre impo rt ant- 'in the : who le of the" Sudan than the political parties, 
which are important only in the towns, their* support may be decisive. . 

A delegation of the. supporters of the- Mahdi family is now touring the western 
Sudan where most of the inhabitants kcg their followers. The tour was undertaken 
as soon as the Government lifted the ban -imposed on the family JO years ago 
prohibiting their visiting that area (Ahram,23.1. ) - Western Sudan is very important, 
its inhabitants numbering 3 millions out. of’-:. 6-7 million inhabitant of tho Sudan, 

This visit is only a preparatory stop to tho visit of Sir Abdur Rahman al-Mnhdi 
himself. .Importance. is- 7 -'placed on the fact that Sir Robert Howe . simultaneously 
i.s -visiting this area (ibid-.). These -.activities may be connected with preparations 
for the Legislative Assembly, for the Federalists have: also demanded 
permission to visit this : area ( Ahrmm,18 ; , 1. ) * "Mussamarat al-JoiV 1 (1.2.) reported 
that the pro-Unity bodies' -contemplate a sbrios of visits to the various parts of the 
country for the purpose of conducting, a ’cempaign to boycott tho Assembly. 

Reaction to mooted An# 16 -Egyptian Talks : 

The reactions to the mooted .Anglo-F^ypti an preliminary talks on the Sudan 
are generally unfavourable. The' pro -Egyptian parties ore against Egypt 1 ©’ concessions 
to the Unity of the Nile Valley scheme- ( Ahram, 11.1; Sawt al^Umma,30 .1. ) , whereas 
the Independents fear that the. concessions "will be at the-, cost of the Sudan w , ' thereby 
prolonging tho condominium indefinitely They have ' demanded an invitation to the talks 
and proposed the formation of a united body to be representative of tho country 
( Ahram, l6.1, .). The representative -'of -the- indopendieri tlrnma party Ya r qub- Uthm an has 
accordingly" returned to London to. - watch . tile _dev olopme nts ( Ahr am, 17 •' I • ) • : The Inde- 
pendence front has also "'notified Mr. Bo^inand : Noqra ; shi"'t'hat"ahy agreement -whi ebrwould 
ignore Sudanese Independence would not be -recognized (ANA,25*1»)- The Sudanese 
Government has however re-affirmed that. the Sudanese would be consulted prior to 
tho taking of a final decision ( Ahrem, 27. Iw ) . The failure of tho Jlraqi treaty 
has thus been welcomed by all parties' concerned, as a serious impediment to Anglo- 
Egyptian talks (Kutla,28.1, ) . 

There are conflicting reports -on th6 present attitude to Egypt of tho 
Independents. "Muasuwar" (9*1*) alleged that they persisted in demanding complete 
reparation from- Egypt, whereas othdr reports maintain (Ahram, 14.1; Assas,31.1.) 
that the present Egyptian policy supporting the granting of wide self-government 
to • the Sudanese, as re-affirmed* by :N onrush! - on- many occasions (for the last one 


A 
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feoe, above) has created amongst them many sympathies for E&ypt. This fact has boon 
stressed by.Noqrashi too who indicated his satisfaction with the success of the- now 
Sj-yptian policy towards the Sudan ( Ahrnm,28.1* ) • ”Kutla*’ (3I.I.) reported that the 
Independents have con'Struedthis policy to be an abandonment of the demand for the 
immediate Unity of the Nile Valley and the recognition by Egypt of the Sudan’s right 
of self-determination. The mouthpieco of the Umma party has attacked the British 
for their “false imperialistic support. of the Sudanese' Independence Front which is 
motivated by ulterior selfish aims” (Sawt al-Umma,27 .1. ) . All in all, it seems that 
the' Egyptian policy has somewhat succeeded in allaying the fears of the Independents 
that Egypt wanted to dominate the Sudan, and this success has been stressed several 
times by Noqrashi, On the other hand, the objection of tho Unity of Nile V a llcy 
parties to this policy will only servo to strengthen Egypt’s position, since it can 
now be claimed that she demands less for herself in the field of immediate Unity 
with, the Sudan, than to the political bodies in the Sudan. All th30 matters will be 
clarified when the new developments of tho Sudanese question ( see above) will become 
more clear, 

Railway Workers Stage Warning Strike 

On tho 26th January the Sudanese railway workers staged a three day warning 
strike, after their demands for increased wages had been refused by the Government, 
All communications - were disrupted and Egypt was severed from the Sudan, There was 
no postal service either, (Abram, 27, 28,1*) . Although the workers occupied the 
promises, there were no disturbances, and on the 29th work was resumed ( Ahrem,30 *1* ) * 
Trade-unions in the Sudan ora generally not recognized and this factor has caused 
much unrest among the workers. In tho last year the Government refused tho .domand 
of the railway workers - the bulk of . Sudanese workers - to recognize their union. 

The workers stmick and the Government was obliged to recognize their union. Their 
demand's for increased wages was however refused but they were promised that the 
matter would bo re-considered at the end of February (Zaman,31«l* ) • The workers 
have threatened to go on strike indefinitely if this ro-conaideration should fail 
to' moot their demands. 


SYPIA m> LEBANON 

Separation of Currency . 7 

The effoctsof Syria’s withdrawal from the franc area will be more perceptible 
by far in Lebanese-Syrian than in Franoo-Syrian relations ...While tho* links between 
Syria and France have long since been limited to the technical Attachment, of the 
Syrian pound ..to the French franc, the very basis of the Syrian-Lebanese ’’common 
interacts” is stultified -by the separation of Syria’s currency from that of Lebanon. 

Following the devaluation of the franc a. speedy settlement of the relations 
between the three countires’ currencies was imperative in order to forestall gross 
speculation. The French fixed the 1st February as the ultimate date for winding- 
up negotiations and signing an agreement. The Syrian Government asked 1^ additional 
days in an effort to mitigate tho economical and cultural concessions demanded' by 
France in return for the .guarantee . of the Syrian-Lebanese currecny, but the French 
insisted on the 1st February ( Ahram, 2.2* ) . After two meetings between Syrian and 
Lebanese Presidents and Governments on the 27th and the 31 fl t January - at which 
time the Syrians vainly tried to persuade the Lebanese to join thorn in rejecting 
tho French proposals, it was formally announced in the evening of the 31st January that 
Syria withdrew from the franc area as from the 1st. February and would, ins titue a 
“national currency” to be issued b^ ’’national bank”. 

According to tho provisional agreement cf the 26th January - immediately after 
tho franc devaluation - the Lebanese pound retained its former value in respect 
to tho pound sterling and dollar (i.o., 883 Lebanese piastres to £1, and 219 to 

the franc equivalent thereby being increased by 80 per cent, i.e., from to 
97 francs to LL.l. . Whether the French &ccordir£lyi nor eased the franc cover of tho 
Lebanese currency was another question, which could bo answered only when the 
provisions of tho now Fran co-Lebanese agreement .( due to be signed noxt week by tho 
Lebanese Foreign Minister who is now in- Paris - “Ahram”, 2*2 • ) are made public* 
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The re&sonsfor the differing reactions of. Syria and Lebanon are obvious Lf 
Syria was actuated by the deep rooted hatred to France rather than by purely economical 
considerations * But apart from such an antagonism, Syria was by far ' bettor" Kb]o 
than, the Lebanon; to* renounce thb‘ backing, of tho French Treasury. Whcroas the J ob j non 
is mainly an import country, Syria exports, a considerable ■ number of items, particularly 

• .agricultural, products, and can thoroforo, to 'a cart sin extent, equalize the lack 

i? f Sold-ond hard currency no 9 ary to guar ant© o a self-mcintoihed currency. 

In ttie. Lebanon, ^ on; the othoF hand, the loss of France ' 3. guarantee would inimedi; tely 
■entail .a sweeping inflation vdth incalculable results. During the Syrian- Lebanese 
, negotiations,, .prior to trie* announcement of Syria's withdrawal, the Syrians proposed 
that the economical resources of both countries should be merged and the hard 
currency equally distributed (Mari, 1,1. 2) . The Lebanese, hoover, wore-' disincli nod 
: to enter upon this arrangemont ih view. of Syria's unencouraging attitude towards 
, . the Lebanon during former crises. 

As.it now stands, the Syrian Government ^intends to sot up a .National Bank 
(with the shares to bo held either by both the Government and inhabitants, or 
exclusively by the Government ) , #iich will have the privilege of issuing currency □ 

Forty per cent, of the paper currency is to bo guaranteed' in"gold (Misri, 1.2. ) , and 
,the rest ; .^by a hoalthy export- import policy" (AT, 1.2.'). It appears, however, 
that there is a good deal of confusion among Syrian statesmen with regard to the 
now status of Syrian currency, and as late as the 26th January, Prime Minister 
Jamil Mardam declared that the Syrian- 'pound could easily dispense* with Franco’s 
backing since it was guaranteed by tho International Monetary Fund... (Hay at, 

27.1.):. (The paper money -circulation in Syria having been about LS .200,000 ,000 - 
equivalent to. almost .100,000,000 dollars - and Syria's contribution to the' Fund ' 

; being b,50Q,,0Q0 dollars, the Fund, consequently, could guarantee only some 
:LS .4,000,000 pf her' paper money, i.e, one-fourth of the amount deposited by Syria.. ) 

Jv; i- . On tho other hand, "Sharq" . reported on the 27th January that 

America to borrow gold from her to be guaranteed by Syrian Govern- 
I: Lands* Whatovor the case,- Syria is henceforth more than over dependent on 

the , goodwill of , America . She mil further be confronted with the some problem 
which Egypt face^ f keeping local gold from "fleeing" abroad.' 

The economical relations botwoon Syria and tho- Lebanon will have to 
undergo a sweeping revision following the separation of the two countries' 
currencies. Once the uniformity of currency, which formed the basis of the 
Common. Inter4sts Convention,- -is abrogated, it is hardly imaginable that other. 

■; Provisions. - such as .a 'common customs system and free transports between tho 
two countries could bo maintained, In fact, the validity, .-of the Common Interests 
Convention expired on the 1st January, 1§48, but was extended; for th fee,; months 
more pending the settlement of the issue' with F r anco. 

The political implications of the aew situation cannot as yot be indicated. 

The Syrian Minister in Paris expressed to "Ahram" (2.2.) his confidence that the 
.political relations between Syria- and Lebanon would not b<e prejudiced by their-' 
economical, separation. On the other hand, "Misri" (1.2i), reports ..from Beirut ■ 
that the signing of a F r &nco-Lobanese Agreement is considered there as a victory 
the pro-French elements and. a defeat of tho pan-Arab (i PS0 facto. anti-Fronch) 

* .circles, -"now at the helm. ... 

• THAN S JOED AN 

On the 2&th"'" J anu ary tb5 Transjordan 1 de legati 0 n "and the ’ Bfi tiah Fo r eig n " 1 
Secretary began talks for the revision of the Anglo-T r ans jordan Treaty of 1946. 

The Transjordan delegates are reported to have expressed thoir desire to revise 
the military appendix to the- Treaty, and the British to have shown their willinmoss ■ 
to listen favourably to the T r nhsjofdan demands (Ahram, 27 .I. ) . Bavin who. was ~ 
apparently upset by his 'Iraqi Setback, resumed his.. interrupted vacation -ftor tho 
first interview, leaving Foreign Office officials to continue tho talks. Tho 
Transjordan delegation felt that it has arrived in London at a particularly critical 
time owing to the complication that had occurred with reference to the 'Iraqi i 
question ( Ahrom,27 . 1,) It appears obvious that tho delegation wanted to discuss 
more than military matters, as first reported, and that its mein object would bo to 
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secure to T r ans Jordan, -through &n entirely new agreement "with Britain, a status 
similar to that enjoyed by other Arab States, Official British circles' were 
therefore not surprised when Tawfiq Abul-Huda suggested that it. was his intention to 
revise the whole Anglo- Transjordan Treaty together with its annexes (ANA, 27*1* ) • 

Tho Transjordan delegation was evon reported to have had a draft treaty ready \ 

(R.,28.1.), as a basis of discussion* 

Preliminary talks' to thii off edt, it ; ha 3 boon 'disclosed, were heated, as 
the Transjordan delegation encountered difficulties in convincing' ’the British 
of the soundness -of their claims (ANA, 3 *1«)* Tawfiq Abul-^uda seem 3 to have adopted a/ 
very firm stand and tp have been ready to return to 'Amman without reaching an l 

agreement rather thafr sacrifice the essential Transjordan demands (AHA,3l*l«)» * 

can also be assumed that the Trans, jordaii Premier wished above all to avoid signing 
a. Treaty destined to undergo the same fate as tho new Anglo- * Iraqi pact, especially 
as strong opposition to the talks had already boon voiced by Transjordan political 
refugees and students in Da^sous* The latter had. cabled' to' King 1 Abdullah that 
tho Transjordan delegation did not represent the Transjordan people, who wanted 
real independence, complete British evacuation and the revision of tho Constitution 
(ANA, 25*1*)* At any rate the argument put ■ forward by the Transjordan delegation 
in London in favour of the complete revision of the Treaty . yath Britain was that 
some clauses, especially those allowing Britain to station, troops anywhere in. 
Transjordan, "had influenced the Russians in vetoing T r ans jordan admission the 
th© U.N."(R.,28.1.) . 1 . 

It was strongly' felt by tho Transjordan delegates that Bevin would hesitate to 
reject the Transjordan demands at & moment when her plans. to launch a new treaty 
syfctera linking 'Britain with the- Arab t/orld (R.,28.1.). In view of the importanc e 
of the t%lks, it was reported that he would toko over the entire question from the 
Foreign Office officials (ANA, 31.1.)* It is worthwhile mentioning a' comment by 
ANA pointing' out that Bovin's pro- Arab policy would render him tekre.nt in discussing 
tho Transjordan demands and that ,f he would not ‘.entertain a policy which may cause 
tho weakening of the Arab League structure” ( AN A, 2~] .1. ) • 

According to various press reports tho talks proceeding J since the 26 th 
of January between the two delegations deal vdth the position of the Arab Legion, 
the Middle East situation and Palestine (ANA, 27*1*) • Two major problems around 
which the talks were supposed to centre were the future of the British- controlled 
Arab Legion and financial relations between the two States ( A NA,3 1*1« j */ The 
'‘Transjordan Pr emief^aTso "disclosed at a press conference t’fiat one of file ' subjects 
of the discussions' was "Bovin's proposal for a joint Middle East Defence Board 
in which Transjordan was to participate" (,R.,<?7*1* ) • This was one of tho 
important modifications Britain wanted to include in the Treaty under revision 
(ANA, 30.1.) . 

y 

y The question of the Arab Logion was apparently an internal affair between 

Glubb Pasha arid the British Government. Talks between Glubb and the War, Q.ffico, 
it was believed, would result in the return of the 1 Arab Legion to Transjordan 
territory (R. & PTA,27*1.), although Tawfiq Abul-Hud a affirmed that "it is promaturo 
to say what the Legion will do aftor tho British withdrawal". He made it clear, 
however, that the command of the Legiori after the British withdrawal would be 
trasforrod to tho General Command in Transjordan (ANA, 27 •!•)* Reports that tho 
chief question discussdd with regard to the Arab Logion was whether the force should 
bo placed under the control of the Arab- League or- remain; exclusively at King 
'Abdullah's disposal (P.P. ,29 .1 . ) , were not authoritatively confirmed. It is 
highly probable that the question of the Legion has been settled with Glubb Pasha, 
who was reported to be making preparations to rpturn to 'Amman ( Ahram, 2.2* ) • 

The Transjordan delegation, however, has presumably, heard Britain's views on tho 
probable outcome of the current conflict in Palestine and, r according to tho "Palestine 
Post" correspondent in London, tho impression goinod is that 'Amman will retain, some 
latitude regarding Partition .but mil be asked to cooperate more closely with the 
League on larger issues (P.P* , 29 *1* ) • This view is partly confirmed by a statement 
by the Transjordan Premier that "part of the ,A r ab Legion will be withdrawn when the 
British evacuate " ( AP, 26.1* and that "the Arab League’ has not yet docidod to use 
its armios in Palestine. This also applies to tho Arab Logion" (ANA, 27«1* )• 
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m Tho f uture ^Transjordan attitude with rogard to Palestine is still obaouroV-* 
Th. -T r cns jcrdan Premier s statement thaf'the Transjordan Government will act in' 
cuni ormity mth the A r sb Laogue's resolutions to oppose Partition " (ANA 27 1 I 

^ consumption, as it is inconsistent kih Ki^ 
ftbdulish s. declared .policy for a Groctor Transjordan if not with that for a 
e-rooxor Syria* 


■ ...... ( 

galoh Jnbr'a Or.binot Bosigns. 

. T J H ® Woody -demonstrations which followed tho announcement of tho siting 
T” hT .° nd + n ° f / + n t A ^S l0 ' 'Iraqi tre&ty,. were resumed on a large scale whon°Saleh 
of n- onl Urn ° d t0 + 6 f hdad v, ±r0m London * Those demonstrations, of tens' of thousands 
of .pcopie,. seem to have been the main factor in the 'Iraqi Cabinet 's. resignation. 

Saloh Jabr. attempted . to tho , last minute to remain in Government. On. the day 
oi .lus . arrival ho issued a statement explaining that he has aimed at a revision of 

ln + SU ? a 66 t0 fulfil the. country's national aspirations (ANA, 27.1.).. 

m'rtiL ? £e T Sly SprSr4 ' h0 r -W° d tho Hogent to sign a decree enforcing 

ls -w (>lxsri 31.1. ).. ,. He also attempted to justify the new Pact reached 'with 
;, T . . a ‘* Seors* documents, at was .alleged, wore shown by the Foreign Office to the • 

, Iraqi delegation. Theso .documents, proved that Bus sin intends to launch armed 

.. dUr i ng the current year -on Greece and Turkey, Iran and the Middle Bast and 
, ■ 3 ? rri , f°?f (Akhbar al-Yom,31.1») . It was only when they saw the secret ■ 
documents that the Iraqi delegates approved to sign the proposed treaty providing 
for joint defence between Britcin- and 'Iraq (ibid .j . With' the some purpose- •. .• 

— I I ^ qi J .' Def ! nee ■ Minist& r also disclosed that Britain hod, immediately 
+ j n 1 -gning .o^ the treaty, supplied r Ir&q with the first consignment of military 
- erial as agreed in the new Pact (ibid*). The argument of- the Joint Defence 
Board, invoked ..by partisans, of the .Treaty, was in fact ; tho main ■ reason for its 

Opposition , leaders • An explanatory statement to this effect was issued 
y he ational Democratic Party (left-wing) and published by several -Egyptian 
nev/spapers* 

As a . miter of f apt .the popular, movement against the new. Treaty has been, 
extremely violent. Despite being machine-gunned by the police, the Baghdad 
demonstrators, armed with sticks and stones, and some firearms sot fire to several 
, . overnme-nt buildings and attempts^, .to roach S a loh Jabr's house. Two Cabinet Mi ni fst.Arfi 
ono identified as the Minister -of Social Affairs, wore fired at but escaped 

injuries . (AP*,27.1.). ...... ' , 

When it became apparent that. the demonstrations could not be checked, the 
R ?f Q ? t „^ lled G ’ conferonco of the Premier and other political leaders, following 
w ^ ^ tondored his resignation • Previously the President of the Chamber 

° 10 f 3.4 members of the Chamber resigned , in protest to the Government *s 

T, >U Q ^ dealing with the anti-British demonstrations • The Regent rofused to accept 
their resignation. ‘ , ■ 


B Cabinet resignation was announced in a broadcast by the Regent himself, 

ag a radio played records of ’Iraqi songs of independence and tho crowd dan cod 
all night in the streets ( AP. & R.,27*l,). 

TbQ; New 1 Iraqi Cabinet 

M ^ ra qi Cabinet was formed on the 29th January under the Premiership of 

•Mohammad, ol-S-adr,.,.. a, f orm,er_,PrPsi4ent. of th^Senate, who was described as a "moderate". 

* nr? 1S a . S ^ religious leader, Welding : great influehho' over' tho fanatical 
Shi ite Ulema eirdes, He played c, role' in the I92O anti-British riots, but was 
never much outstanding in the budding up of the "’Iraqi state and its political life. 

, Tho Qabinet, which has a pronounced right-wing tendency, includes three former 
Premiers, two members of tho Parliamentary .opposition and ono member of the Istiqlal 
^P . 9 ■ & ^'j 29*1*)« The ministers are; Foreign Affairs; Hamdi Pachachi , 

former rime ^ Minis ter, considered as extremist. Interior: Jamil MadfaM, partisan 
oi -Iraqi-British cooperation, but in opposition to the Nuri Sa'id faction. Defence: 

Ar hadUmari,,- former Premier and president ; of the ’Iraqi delegation in San Francisco, 
known for the cruel suppression of lef ^,-wing . and Democratic-Liberal groups during 
hxs tone, 1946. Education: Muhammad Exdha aah-Shobibi, ioedar of tho opposition in 
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thC Chamber of D e puti©s* Finaho©: Sadeq el-Bassom, Senate Vice-President • Social 
■Affairs: Najib ar-Rawi, President of the ’Iraqi Bar. Economics: Mustafa el- 'Unari; 
Justice: ’Umar Nazmi. Supply: Muhammad Mahdi Kubbeh^ leader of the extreme right- 
wing Istiqlal party* Communications , and Work : Jalal Baban. Ministers without 
portfolio: D a ud el-Hcidari, Nosrat el^Farisi and Mohammad . -Habib Chief of the Rabi'a 
Tribes (Abram, 3 Q *1* ) • The C&inet includes neither left-wing elements - National 
Democrats - nor members of the Liberal Party. Both Parties have made reserves as to 
their future attitude towards the now Government, as it took no stop towards the 
dissolution of the Chamber. The entire Cabinet was described as a transitional one 
(Kutla,30 .1. ) and this was confirmed by the now Premier in & statement to "al-Misri" 
( see bolowl * Most of the new Ministers, it should bo noted have been active on tho 
field of the aid to the Palestine A r abs* Tho Premier, Mohammad as -Sadr, acted as 
chairman in the Assembly which denounced the recommendations of the Anglo-American 
Inquiry Commission in May 1946 . Hq and Hamdi Pachachi, Jamil Madfa'i, Arshad cl- 
’Umari, S&diq Bassam Ridha ash-Shnbibi, Mohammad Mahdi Kubbeh, are all active 
members of the Committee for the Defence of Palestine, founded in Baghdad in 1946. 


In order to quieten public opinion and political parties who had asked for tho 
dissolution of the Chamber of Deputies (Kutla, 3^ ) * ft whs reported that tho 

Chamber would be closed for two months (Ahram,1.2. ) • With tho some purpose in mind 
tho Minister of Education stated that the children of victims of tho demonstrations 
would bo entitled to free education (Ahrom,1.2. ) . Prom statements made by the new 
Foreign Affairs Minister (ANA, 31.'1.) it appears that the Anglo- ’Iraqi Treaty signed by 
Jabr was not to be endorsed by the new Cabinet. However in an interview with ’’ul- 
Kisri", the new Prrnier stated that his task will be to dissolve the present Chamber 
of Deputies, to held new elections preparatory to the constitution of a majority 
Government ’’which will enter into negotiations with Britain” (Misri,31-1*) ♦ 

Referring to Palestine tho Foreign Minister stated that the ’Iraqi Government 
will do its utmost to prevent Partition to become effective (R.,31*l*)« 


In London, official circles stated that the relations between Britain and 
’Iraq were still ruled by the I 93 O Treaty concluded for a period of 27 years 
(AFP, 28.1). It was also admitted that the non ratification by 'Iraq of the new pact 
has resulted in a setback to Bavin's pro-A^ab policy, the more so that the Pact was 
regarded as the ffirst one of a series of Treaties to bo signed with other A r ab 
countries (AFP,28.1.). Another aspect of the surprise was the shaking of tho Foreign 
Minister's reliance on the information passed on him from tho Middle East regarding 
current opinion in Arab countries (Jon Kimcho in P.P. ,--29*'l*J * Information from 
the British Bnb&ssy in Baghdad and othor M.E. sources, J. Kimche added, has. . assured 
the F,0. that Britain’s stand on the Palestine issue had created a proper climate for 
treaty discussions. According to the some source a considerable overhaul in the; 
organisation of Britain’s information and diplomatic representation in the M.E. 
appears to be a possible by-product of the 'Iraq fiasco (P.P. ,29»1* ) • 

The U.S. State Department was reported to follow with much interest tho develop- 
ment of events in ’Iraq (AFP,31+1*). It was also disclosed that the terms of tho 
’Iraqi treaty were shown before its signing to the U.S. State Department which is 
said to have urged ’Iraq to accept them (P.P. ,29.1. ) . The Americans are therefore 
very keen on Britain firmly trying up its relations with the Arab States in such a 
way as would minimize America's direct commitments, and in that connection A.F.P. 
( 31 . 1 .) points out that Britain, according to the I 93 Q Treaty, has tho right to 
keep using the airbases of Shu’aiban and Habbahiya. As repercussions on tho 
American stand on Palestine, it was believed that tho U.S. would be . compelled to 
reconsider its policy "notwithstanding the big pressure brought by Jews on President 
T r uman” (Misri,31*l* ) • 




